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INTRODUCTION. 


Tur nn which bis Majeſty | 

has been graciouſly pleaſed to iflue for the 
ſuppreſſion of vice and immorality, and for 
the promotion of religion and virtue through- 
out his kingdom; as it is an additional de- 
monſtration of his Majeſty's paternal love of 


bis ſubjects, is alſo a new and additional call 
upon all that are honoured with his Majeſty's 


commiſſion, not only to preſerve the Peace, 
but alſo to keep, as well as cauſe to be kept, 
all ordinances and ſtatutes made for the con- 
ſervation thereof; to chaſtiſe all perſons offen- 
ding againſt the laws, and to puniſh all conſta- 
bles and other officers who ſhall be negligent 
or remiſs in the execution of their office. 
It is earneſtly to be hoped, that the perſons 
concerned, Magiſtrates, Pariſh-officers, and 
others, will take this matter into their moſt 
ſerious conſideration ; and apply their utmoſt 


nected with the intereſt and the happineſs of 
wy" to which they will 3 feel 
= — themſelves. 1 


endeavours to a 2 ſo intimately con- 
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themſelves yet further extant: by this 
recent declaration of his Majeſty's will and 


leaſure. 


The late applications which have been made 


to the Magiſtrates of the firſt commercial city 
in Europe, and to thoſe acting in the county 
of Middleſex ; together with the ſpirited and 


excellent reſolutions of the Juſtices at the Ge- 


neral Quarter Seſſions of the Peace held laſt 


year at Pontefract, in the county of York, and 


renewed with additions this year at the Hen 


lace (all which are here ſubjoined); happily 


demonſtrate, that a ſpark of laudable zeal for 
the Glory of Gop, and the welfare and good 
order of the community, hath been ſome time 
kindled, which it will well become the Magi(- 


trates of every county throughout the 22 
dom to cheriſh and ſupport, till the good pur- 
poſes are effected, which are therein ſeverally 


let forth. 


This, it is e cannot more : effectually 
be done, than by a diligent attention to thoſe 
pe enal laws, which have an immediate reſpect 


to the following crimes : 


1. Drunkenneſs, and diſorderly conduct i in 
ale -houſes and other places of public en- 
tertainment. 

2. Curſing and Swearing. 

3. Gaming, eſpecially in public-houſes, 8 

4. Lewdnèſs and Debauchery. 

5. Profanation of the Loxp's-DA VL. 

5. Publication of obſcene and 1 impious pocks, 

prints, &c. 


With 
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With reſpect to the firſt of theſe, it is 
univerſally allowed, that there is no circum- 
{tance whatever, which calls for more circum- 
ſpection, prudence, and reſolution in the Ma- 
giſtrate, than that part of his duty, which re- 
lates to his controul over nen and 

the keepers of them. 
That many are opened without any licence 
at all; that many are improperly licenſed, being 
more in number than are neceſſary, and being 
in ſituations very dangerous and remote from 
the public eye; and that very many of thoſe 
which are licenſed are 1 conducted, 
are facts which no one will venture to contra- 
dict: that through negligence, or undue regard 
to his own intereſt, the publican is wont to 
give encouragement to the pernicious vice of 
drunkenneſs, which leads to ruin fuch mul- 
titudes of the lower claſs, and entails ſuch 
a heavy. burthen of expence on the ſober part 
of the community, who are bound to ſup- 
port them and their families, is a matter 
which deſerves our moſt ferious attention: and 
it becomes abſolutely neceſſary for the Ma- 
ME to conſider the intention of the Legiſ- 
ature, in framing the preſent ſubſiſting laws 
againſt both the feducer and the ſeduced; as 
well the publican, who encourages drunkenneſs, 
as the drunkard, who ſuffers himſelf to yield 
to the temptation. Theſe are fully ſet forth 
in the following Abſtract of ſeveral Penal Laws; 

| which it is hoped will be Giligently enforced; 
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with ſteadineſs without ſeverity, and with 
Zeal without indiſcretion or partialitx. 
2. That ROA NE SWEARING AND CURSING | 
is an high offence againſt the Law of Go, is 
not more certain, than that it is a flagrant 
violation of good order, and even of good man- 
ners in any civilized ſociety ; and therefore 
the interference of the Magiſtrate is abſolutely 
neceſſary to ſuppreſs, as much as poſſible, a 
yice of ſuch magnitude, and at the ſame 
time ſo utterly inexcuſable : this can only 
be done by puniſhing all offences of this 
kind, which come within his own immediate 
knowledge ; and by being moſt ready to re- 
ceive ſuch information of this offence, as ap- 
pears to be brought forward with a ſincere 
deſire of effecting the reformation of the offen- 
der. But more eſpecially is the Magiſtrate 
called upon to reprobate, in the ſevereſt terms 
of reprehenſion, and to confign to public 
puniſhment, all willing offenders againſt the 
laws reſpecting PERJURY, when, in his judi- 
cial capacity, they preſent themſelves before 
him. A wilfully perjured perſon ſhould never 
be ſuffered to go out of court with impunity. 
The penalties annexed to this ſpecies of profane- 
neſs will alſo be found in the following abſtract. 
3. Gamins, eſpecially in public houſes, 
being a practice of ſo ruinous a nature, it is 
not to be wondered at, that ſo many laws 
have been enacted with ſuch very heavy pe- 
_---nalties, annexed, for the diſcouragement oF 
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this vice, and to deter perſons from permitting 
it in their houſes. Theſe ſtatutes are hereafter 
recited; and it is ſeriouſly to be lamented, 


that they are here mentioned, with no great 


hope that they will be inforced with much 
energy or good effect; while a practicę ſa 
prejudicial to the intereſts of ſociety, as well 
as of the individuals concerned, is too generally 
encouraged by the ſuperior orders of men and 
women throughout the kingdom. Vet ſurely 
it will be judged expedient, that the Magi- 
ſtrate, in his public character, ſhould diſcou- 
rage the growth of this evil as much as 
poſſible, by enforcing the laws againſt keepers 


of public houſes, who allow of any ſpecies 


of gaming, or inſtruments for that purpoſe, in 


their houſes; and by refuſing to renew the 


licence of any perſon, who, after admonition, 
has been known to ſuffer any kind of gam- 
bling, whether with cards, dice, ſkittles, 
ſhuffleboard, or any other means whatſoever. 


If it ſhould be urged, that ſkittles and ſuch 


like recreations are neceſſary for the labourin 
manufacturer, who is chiefly confined to his 


houſe in an unwholeſome air within a city or 


large town; it is anſwered, that the purpoſes 
of heaich would be much better effected by 


ſome manly diverſion, accompanied with no 


temptation to gambling or exceſſive drinking, i 
in ſome field or open place in the ſuburbs 0 
the city, than in the air of an incloſed and 
crowded ſpot of ground, little better than that 
e from 
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from which he came, as it is ſaid, for the-pur- 


poſe of air and recreation. Under this article 


of gaming may be comprized the evil practices 
of jugglers, mountebanks, and cheats, who 


ſhould not be ſuffered to eſtabliſh, themſelves 
for an hour within the juriſdiction of a Con- 
ſtable, or a Juſtice of the Peace; eſpecially as 


they deal in an article of ineſtimable value, 


and often rob thoſe that are dupes to their 
artifices, of that health of conſtitution which is 
the poor man's beſt, and oftentimes his only, 


earthly comfort. 


4. LewDNess AND DEBAUCHERY.—This is 


an offence, ſo injurious to that health juſt men- 


tioned, as well as ſo repugnant to the Law of 


Go, that it muſt not be ſuffered to paſs un- 
noticed by the Magiſtrate ; who yet, except iu 
the caſe of notorious houſes of ill fame, and 


in the caſe of baſtardy, the natural conſe- 


genes of lewdneſs, may find himſelf under 


ome difficulties as to the proof, and as to 


the puniſhment of it; though, in the recital 


hereafter made of crimes and penalties, he will 


find, that lewdneſs is puniſhable. both by the 
common and ſtatute law: Whatever allowances 


the magiſtrate may be inclined to make for the 


frailty of human nature; in all caſes of baſtardy 


(and too many, Gop knows, will occur), he 


will have opportunities, which as a good 


Chriſtian, and | a good citizen, he: ought to | 
improve, of admoniſhing the offending parties 
of the nature of their crime, and of their duty 


rr 
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to abr t to repair the ils in the beſt man- 
ner that they can, by living virtuouſly toge- 
ther for the future; under the ſanction of that 


rite, which the laws of Gop and man have 
provided, for the purpoſe of — virtue 
and chaſtity in the world. 
5. TRE PRO A NATION OF THE Logy' 8— 
Day being, as it muſt needs be, a matter 
of ſerious concern to every reflecting perſon, 
appears to have had a conſiderable ſhare in 
the ſeveral repreſentations lately made to the 
Seſſions, and is very particularly attended to 
in his Majeſty's late Proclamation. He who 
has lived in the habitual neglect of the duties 
of this day, and has, in conſequence of it, 
grown negligent of his conduct in every other 
inſtance, has been often known in an expiring 
moment, when there is little room to queſtion 
men's ſincerity, to have acknowledged all his 
miſconduct to have originated here. Having 
ſhaken off a due reſpect for the worſhip of Gop 
the reſtraint of 308 laws ſoon loſt its force, 
till he became profligate and ſhameleſs. This 
conſideration ſhould ſet the Magiſtrate upon 
viewing every ad of profanation of the Sabbath 
as a proper ſubject of his reprehenſion; be- 
cauſe there is nothing ſo apt to make men ſit 
looſe to every other obligation of duty, as an 
allowed diſregard to that which ſo immedi- 
ately concerns the honour of Gop. The 
laws of men, as will appear in the table an- 
nexed, very wy” concur with the divine 


law 
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A i hs particular ; and the | Magiſtrate, 


who by his example, and by his authoritative 
interference, ſhall contribute to the due obſer- 
vance of both, will by every wiſe and good 
man be conſidered as a friend to religion, and 


the welfare, regularity, and good order, of 


ſociety. 5 1 
6. TE PuBLICATION or OBSCENE AND IM - 


PIOUs Books, PRIN TS, AND PAMPHLETS, is 


perhaps one of the moſt miſchievous offences 
of all that have been recited : it ſtrikes at the 
very root of that purity of heart and conduct, 
upon which our character, even as a civilized 
nation, depends: this crime againſt the laws of 


decency and virtue may ſurely be conſidered 


as a nuiſance of the firſt order; and is puniſh» 


able by indictment as ſuch. However popular 


may be the arguments in favour of the Liberty 


of the Preſs, the licentious abuſe of it in 
this inſtance is certainly inexcuſable. Much 


miſchief is alſo done by the diſperſion of inde- 


cent ballads through almoſt every village in 


the kingdom; wherein it is not at all uncom- 
mon to ſee the cottage-wall decorated with 


| ſongs and ſtories of a moſt miſchievous ten- 


dency-; and therefore, trifling as the object 


may at firſt view appear, it is by no means un- 


deſerving of the attention of the Magiſtrate, 


and of all thoſe, who wiſh to promote the de- 
cency, morals, and good order of the lower 


claſſes of the people; 
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As to impious Publications, however ſecure 
the authors of ſuch writings may eſteem them- 
| ſelves under dormant, yet exiſting, laws, it 
certainly will behove the Magiſtrate, on every 

proper occaſion, to repreſent to offenders in 
this way, that Gop is no more to be inſulted 
with impunity than his creatures; and the 
puniſhment of irreligion is ſurely as much 
his duty, as the puniſhment of vice and im- 

morality, The laws againſt Blaſphemy and 
Profaneneſs are certainly an ornament to our 
Book of Statutes; and it is hoped, whatever 
applications may be made for their repeal, they 
will ever remain a ſtanding declaration, that the 
beſt ſecurity of obedience to the laws of men 

is a well-founded reverence of the Name, the 
Service, and the Majeſty of Gs. 
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A LETTER TO A FRIEND. 


S I know you have been no unconcerned 
Spectator of the progreſs which Vice has 
| been of late years making amongſt us, it is 
impoſſible that you ſhould be indifferent about 
the ſucceſs of certain ſteps which have been 
lately taken, and are nqw taking, for the na- 
tional good : they are intended, whatever may 
be the effect, to check, if poſſible, that tor- 
rent of W which. uncontrouled, 
might carry deſolation with it through this 
country, and bring down the judgments of 
| Gop on a devoted people. The watchful con- 
ceru of our Gracious Sovereign for the wel- 
fare of his ſubjects, was never more conſpicu- 
ous than on the preſent occaſion ; and his Ma- 
jeſty has been pleated, in his wiſdom, to pur- 
ſue the beſt meaſures in his power, to bring 
his ſubjects to a due ſenſe of their negligence 
of Divine and Human Laws. His own good 
example has at no time been wanting; it is 


now high time to exert his authority alſo: he 


has accordiugly i the hands, aud 
To Lhe | quickened 
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quickened the zeal of thoſe, who are inveſted 
with authority under him, to adopt ſuch mea- 
ſures, as may be effectual to enforce the laws 
for the conſervation of the Peace, the diſcou- 
ragement of Immorality, and the diſcounte- 
nance of Irreligion amongſt us, I verily be- 
lieve, Sir, you will find, in the courſe of a few 
months, ſuch a ſpirit of reformation excited 
among magiſtrates, pariſh-officers, and others, 
as will be very ſatisfactory to your wiſhes, 
both as a member of ſociety, and a Chriſtian. 
To ſuppoſe that a deſign of this nature 
ſhould receive no check or diſcouragement ; to 
ſuppoſe that it ſhould meet with univerſal ap- 
probation and ſupport; would be to ſuppoſe 
thoſe evils not to exiſt, for the remedy of 
which theſe means are "about to be applied. 
Fools make a mock not only at Sin, but at thoſe 
who would correct it. Wicked men ſtrengthen 
each other, by a contemptuous defiance of the 
prohibitions and injunctions of every kind of 
authority; and their language is, Our lips 
are our own, and our actions are our own:“ 
„ who is Lord over us?” This, however, is 
as fooliſh in its principle, as it is miſchievous. 
in its effects. With reſpect to the Sovereign 
of the World, it is the language of down-_ 

right Atheiſm : With reſpe& to the Laws of 
Society, it is the moſt dangerous Libertiniſm, 
The one is not admiſſible in a Chriſtian coun- 
try ; the other not ſufferable in a civilized 
and well-ordzred ftate, Mens lips are not 
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ſurely ſo much their own, as that they ſhould 
be permitted to curſe and to blaſpheme with 
impunity: nor are their actions ſo much at 
their own diſpoſal, as that they ſhould be al- 
lowed to defy the controul of the Laws of 
Gop and their country. Neither the one nor 
the other, eſpecially under our well-conſtituted 
government, lays the leaſt undue reſtraint on 
any reaſonable deſire or purſuit : both the re- 
ligion . which we profeſs, and the laws by 
which we are regulated, tend equally to pro- 
mote our happineſs and proſperity: and I lay 
this down as a maxim, that it is impoſſible to 
deviate from either, without a wilful forfei- 
ture of our claim to that happineſs, which is 
the reſult of obedience to the Laws of both. 
The beſt citizen, and the beſt Chriſtian, will 
always be the happieſt man in himſelf, the 
moſt ſerviceable to others, and the moſt re- 
ſpectable in every part of his character: ſo 
uniformly do the ordinances of Heaven, and 
the ſtatutes of every wiſely regulated nation, 
co-operate with, and ſupport each other. But 
I fear you will begin to think me too ſerious; 
and affecting rather the language of a Preacher, 
than of a Magiſtrate ; who feels himſelf called 
upon to lend his hand, feeble as it is, to aſſiſt 
with others in the moſt glorious, the moſt. 
truly patriotic, work of reformation, I will 
therefore immediately proceed to lay before 
you the ſeries of thoſe proceedings, which have 
hitherto taken place in this buſineſs ; wherein 
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it may give you ſome pleaſure to obſerve, that 
thoſe perſons, whom you have often ſeen held 
up to public view, with every mark of illi- 


beral contempt (I mean the Midalſer Fuſtices), 
have been, on the preſent occaſion, actuated 


by the trueſt ſpirit, urged by the pureſt mo- 
tives, and animated with the moſt laudable 
zeal, to co-operate with his Majeſty, in re- 
commendin g that Righteouſneſs which exalteth 


a Nation, and in _diſcountenancing thoſe. Und, 


which are a reproach to any people, 


To begin then with the ſteps frſt es by y 


the truly reſpeQable Magiſtrates, acting i in the 
County of Tork; who certainly ought not to 
| be deprived of that tribute of praiſe which is 


ſo juſtly due to them, for having adopted, at 


ee General Quarter Seſſions of the Peace, 
holden at Ponteffact, on Monday the 24th of 
April 1786, ſome very ſalutary and excellent 


reſolutions, reſpecting the great buſineſs of 
reform in queſtion: theſe, as being firſt in 


order of time, have a claim to preced ency in 
this narative, and are as follows: 5 


ot 


* 


Hi the General Duarter Seffions of the Peace of the Lord 
the King, held at Ponteſratt, on Monday the 24th day of 


April, 1786, before Thomas Earl of Effingham, Chairman; 
Henry Wood, Doctor in Divinity; F:fhua Wilfon, Henry 
Wickham, Eſquires; James Wilkinſon, Clerk; Bac 
Frank, Eſq; Henry Zouch, Clerk; Pemberton Milnes, 
Johnſon Atkinſon Busfeild, Anthony Surtees, Robert Athorpe 


Atborpe, Edmund Barker, John Blaydt, and John Dixon, 


Efquires, Fuſlices of the Peace. 


WHEREAS idle, diſorderly; and dangerous perſons, 
_ bf all deſcriptions, are conſtantly wandering about, and 


the commiſhon of crimes and offences hath increaſed to 


an alarming degree: 


I. is Reſolved, 5 5 
iſt, That it be earneſtly recommended to the prin- 
eipal inhabitants of all places, to agree in uniting toge- 


ther, under certain rules and regulations, for the better 


purpoſe of detecting felons, cheats, vagrants, night- 


walkers and night-poachers, pawn-brokers, who are 


often guilty of mal- practices, and particularly in re- 


ceiving ſtolen goods, knowing them to be ſuch, ſellers | 


by falſe weights ard meaſures, perſons adulterating 
or improperly mixing meal; flour, &c. and, in ſhort, 
all thoſe who are in any way guilty of a breach of the 


2. That ſome regulations ouglit to be made in the 
appointment of proper conſtables; and that they be re- 


. quired to exert themſelves in bringing to juſtice offenders 


as aforeſaid, (as they will anſwer the contrary at their 


peril); and that they be alſo required to be particularly 
vigilant in the time of horſe-races, fairs, feaſts, markets, 
or other public meetings; evil-difpoſed perſons, of dif- 
| ferent kinds, being known to reſort thither, for the more 


convenient purpoſe of carrying on their unlawful deſigns. 
3. That it would be of great public benefit, if all 


Juſtices of the Peace would pleaſe to hold a ſpecial 
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is already done in ſeveral parts of this Riding), or even 
oftener (at leaſt for ſome time), if they find occaſion for 
ſo doing, Y EE — . . 8 

4. That private ſearches ſhould be made in every di/- 
trict, as near the ſame hour as may be, a day or two pre- 


vious to ſuch ſeſſions, where offenders (vagrants chiefly 
ſo) may be brought to ſpeedy juſtice, by being imme- 
diately corrected, or otherwiſe dealt with according to 


law. £ Ed „ 

F. That, was this mode of proceeding to be carried 
into full effect, offenders would find it difficult to eſcape 
from juſtice, the public peace would be greatly ſecured, 
the office of a magiſtrate would become leſs irkſome, large 
ſums of money would be ſaved, which are now laviſhed 
away 1n. apprehending, keeping in priſon, conveying va- 


grants, and others; parithes would be eaſed of the trouble 


and expence in relieving perſons who travel with paſſes, 


and whoſe whole lives are often fpent in perpetual va- 


grancy ; and a final ſtop might in a great degree be put 
to thoſe numerous beggars, who actually extort money by 
impoſing, under various pretences, upon the ignorance or 
credulitv of others. | | 


. 


6. That the great number of public-houſes, and 
eſpecially thoſe which are kept by zmproper perſons, or in 
improper ſi:uations, are productive of various miſchiefs : 


and therefore, until ſuch time as a reduction of them 
can be effected (which is much to be defired), it is a 


matter of great moment that the occupiers of ſuch 
houſes offending againſt the law ſhould have their li- 


cences with-held, their recognizances eſtreated, or be 


otherwiſe puniſhed, according te the nature of the offence. 
7. To prevent the increaſe of thefe houſes, the clerg 
pariſh-officers, and others, are requeſted not to grant 
any certificates, to enable perſons to obtain licences, 
unleſs they have full ſatisfaction of the truth to which they 
ſubſcribe, and that ſuch houſe is really wanted for the pub- 
lic convenience: and further, that ſuch certificates ſhould - 
be communicated. to the Juſtices of the diviſion four 
weeks previous to their holding their Brew/ter ſeſſions, 
8th. That houſes of evil-fame, common brothels, 


houſes for harbouring of vagrants, and ſuch like, are in 


8 many 
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many places become a notorious grievance; and that it is 
the intereſt, as well as the duty of every man, to exert 


himſelf in ſuppreſſing them. „ 
9. That as many perſons are diſcouraged from appre- 
hending and proſecuting offenders, by an idea of the 


great expence thereof, it is proper to declare, That 
all Judges, and Juſtices of the Peace, are empowered 


by law to grant an adequate allowance to proſecutors and 
witneſſes: Juſtices of the Peace alſo, out of ſeſſions, 
are ready to make every liberal gratification to thoſe 


who purſue, apprehend, or convey offenders to priſons : | 


And in many places there are ſubſcriptions, or monies 
collected by way of aſſeſſment, for the above purpoſes. 


10. That in thoſe places where Sunday Schools have 


been opened, their good effects are plainly perceived, 


In the orderly and decent comportment of the youth 


who are inſtructed therein: It is therefore moſt earneſt! 


to be wiſhed, that thoſe virtuous citizens, who have be- 
gun this good work, would continue their beſt endeavours 


to forward it, with that zeal and perſeverance, which its 


great importance requires. And if theſe inſtitutions ſnould 


become eſtabliſhed throughout the kingdom, there is good 
reaſon to hope, that they will produce an happy change 


in the general morals of the people, and thereby ren- 


der the execution of criminal juſtice leſs frequently ne- 
ceſſary. 1 0 | pr 


That theſe Reſolutions were carried into 
execution with no inconſiderable benefit, may 
be collected from the ſubſequent proceedings, 
of nearly the ſame magiſtrates at their General 


Quarter Seſſions, held at Pontefract, on Mon- 
day the 16th of April 1787; wherein they 


think proper to adopt ſome other Reſolutions 


of material conſequence ; not only calling on 
pariſh and peace-officers to do their duty, but 
requeſting the general aſſiſtance of perſons, 


whoſe rank, fituation, and fortune, may give 
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them influence in the neighbourhood in which 


they reſide, though they do not take upon 
them the trouble of acting as Magiſtrates. 
Many objects of great importance are here 
ſuggeſted, as will appear from the following 


anke from their minutes. 


4 the General Drarter Seffons of the Peace held at Pontefra®; 


on Monday the 16th day of April, I : before Joſhua 
 Wilfen, Ei: Chairman; Thomas Earlof Ef fingham; Hem y 
Wickham, Eſq; James Wiltinfin Clerk; Bacon Frank, 


Eh: Henry Zouch, Clnrk; Pemberton Milncs, Jabnſon 
Atkinfon Busfeild, Anthony Surtees, Robert Athorpe Aihorpe, 


Edmund Barker, James Stovin, John Blayds, John 


| Becket, John Dixon, and Francis nn, Eſguires, 
Tuſtice of the Peace. 


THIS court having the ſatisfaRtion to find, that in 
conformity to the reſelutions reſpecting the public police, 
which were adopted at the Quarter Seſſions held laſt, at 
this place, the joint exertions of peace officers, and the 
principal inhabitants in many pariſhes, have been already 


r. live of great benefit to we country. 


It is Reſolved, 
1. That without the general abſtance of well-diſpoſed 


perſons, it doth not ſeem probable that the laws can be 


carried into ſuch full effect, as to introduce any great 
reformation in the manners of the people, or prevent 


thoſe criminal exceſſes which are known every where to 


exiſt. 


2. That all conſtables are hereby required, as ſoon as 
may be, to call a meeting of the inhabitants within their 
reſpective diſtricts, and to repreſent to them the neceſſity 
there now is for all honeſt men to form themſelves into 
committees, or otherwiſe to aſſociate themfelves, as well 


in aid of the civil magiſtrate, as to ſuperiatend and regu - 


late all parochial matters, thoſe efpecially relative to the 


Poor, 
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poor, and the highways, where the overſcers appointed 


are incapable, or are negligent in the diſcharge of their 
duty. 

3. That the ſummary proceedings againſt the keepers 
of irregular ale-houſes, being (for want of more frequent 
informations and proſecutions againſt fuch offenders) in- 


ſufficient to correct the ſeveral notorious abuſes com- 


mitted therein, all conftables and peace officers are charged 


and commanded, and all other perſons are earneſtly re- 
queſted, whenever they find any diſorders committed in 
eee to give immediate inf mation thereof to a juſtice 
of the peace, that the offending parties may be then 
puniſhed, or that, a lift of ſach offenders being kept, 


their licences may be ſtopped, or their ie 5 
forfeited. | 


4 That the number of ale-houſes in this riding being 
much greater than is neceſſary, no new ones ſhall be li- 
cenced, till the preſent number ſhall be conßfiderabiy reduced; 


and that no licence ſhall be granted but on the day annually 


appointed for that purpoſe; and not to any perſon who 
applies for ſuch licence for the Proves of —— oy * 


dram-ſhop. 
5. That ahead: keepers may not be led to dend 


ignorance of their duty, they are to take notice, That 
whoſoever of them ſhall encourage bull-baitings, cock- 
_ fightings, illegal horſe-races, or other diverſions, which 
ſerve to bring together looſe and idle perſons, gamblers, 


cheats, pick-pocketg, &c. will be proceeded againſt in the 


moſt exemplary manner: And it is further expected from 
them, That whenever night-poachers, or any ſuſpi- 
cious perſons, particularly when ſuch perſons are ſtran- 
gers or travellers, ſhall reſort to their houſes, they do 
give the ſpeedieſt notice thereof to any conſtable or juſ- 
tice of the peace, at they will anſwer for their neglent 
herein. | 
6. That priſoners of all kinds, by being confined to- 
gether 3 in the houſe of correction, not only encourage one 
another to continue in their evil courſes, but do there 


form the moſt dangerous connections; and befides, when 


fet at liberty, being generally without money or cloaths, 
er at a diſtance from their roſpective homes, are neceſſi- 
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direct the maſter o 


be thought neceſſary. 
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tated to become beggars or thieves. The maſter of tbe 
houſe of correction is required, previous to the expiration 


of the time for which any offender is committed, to apply 
to a juſtice of the peace, that the party may be examined 
to his ſettlement, and ſent home by a paſs ; or otherwiſe 

diſpoſed of, as the caſe may be: And ſuch maſter of 


the houſe of correction (when directed by the juſtice) 


ſhall give notice by letter, or any other proper way, to 


the conſtable of the place to which any offender ſhall be 
ſent, ſtating the offence, and communicating ſuch other 


circumſtances as may be thought neceſſary. 


7. That when any perſon is committed, of whoſe 
character ſome particular inquiry ſhall be thought ne- 
ceſſary, it may be proper for a juſtice of the peace to 

f the houſe of correction, to adver- 
tiſe him, or to give notice of his commitment to the 
conſtable, or ſome acting magiſtrate, or both, in or 
near the place where the offender belongs, or where he 
laſt abode. „„ „ 


8. That the commitment of diſorderly ſervants, ap- 


: E vagrants, and others, upon penal ſtatutes, is 
known to be attended with many ill conſequences; it 


ſeems that the ends of public juſtice would be more effec- 
tually anſwered, if perſons of this deſcription were to be 
impriſoned for a very ſhort time only (and in ſolitary cells, 


as ſoon as ſuch cells can be provided), and corporally 


puniſned when the law will admit of it: that ſervants 
and apprentices ſhould then be immediately returned to 
their maſters, and vagrants and others conveyed to their 
ſeveral homes. 1 1 4H 


9. That proper books be provided by the | maſter of 


the houſe of correction, in which he is to enter the names, 


places of abode, age, and the offence, of every priſoner 
committed to his care, or make ſuch other entries as may 


1 


10. That this court doth recommend to the gen- 


tlemen, clergy, and leading inhabitants of all pariſhes, 
to promote by every means in their power (more likely 
to attain the wiſhed-for purpoſe than any compulſory 
law,) the inſtitution of friendly clubs or ſocieties, . where 
inferior labourers, manufacturers, and others, may ad- 
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yance a ſmall quarterly ſum, for their ſupport in fick- 
neſs or old age. It is certain that n/titutions of this tina 
do tend to reduce the poor rates, to encourage a ſpirit of 
induſtry, and a habit of œconomy, and to afford a pleaſ- 
ing reflection to the ſubſcribers, that they ſhall not be ob- 


liged to ſeek for relief from others, at a time when they 
moſt of all require it. 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That, Joſhua Wilſon, Eſq; the 


Chairman, be defired to return the thanks of this court to 
the magiſtrate who propoſed theſe reſolutions, and the 


former ones at the ſeſſions held here in 1786; and that 


they be publiſhed. in the ſeveral news-yapers within this 
county; and alſo that duplicates heros 


be ſent to * 
nee throughout the, Weſt Riding, 


JOSHUA WILSON, Chairman. 


What influence the above-mentioned pro- 


ceedings of one of the moſt reſpectable coun- 


ties in the kingdom might have upon thoſe 
of our great metropolis, or whether it had 


any, I will not preſume to ſay; I think it 
more probable, that what has here been done 
within theſe few months in this great work, 
rather originated from what was! daily paſſing 
under the eyes of thoſe reſpectable perſons, 


who formed. the Grand Tar: of the City of 


London, at the Seſſious of Oyer and Terminer 


held at the Old Bailey in April 1787, when 


they thought proper to bring forward to the 


Lord Mayor, and Judges on the Bench, a 
Memorial relative to certain immoralities and 
enormities, which they conſidered as highly 


* A ſpecimen of which 1 ſhall gy you by way 1 
Appendix, Sets 


0-4: neceſſary 
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neceſfary to be laid before the court, in order 
to their ſuppreffion and reformation. This 
Memorial was contained in the followzog 


S 


words; 


To the Right Hon. the Lon Mayor, and Court of f 
Axpaukx of the Clty of London, 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 


WE, the Grand Jury of the City of London, humbly 
preſent this Memorial with great concern, ſeeing the en- 
creaſing profanation of the Sabbath-day by great numbers 
of ſhops being opened, and fruit ſtalls ſtanding in almoſt 
every ſtreet of the city, 3 Cheapſide, White: 

chapel, and Biſhopſgate - ſtreet, alſo numbers of tipling- 
| houſes open during the time of divine ſervice, and alſo 
loaded carts, waggons, and ſtage coaches proceeding in 
their uſual buſineſs as on other days of the week, to the 
great encouragement of vice and immorality, and conſe- 
_ quently tending to the increaſe and multiplying the melan- 
choly buſineſs on which they have been juſt engaged: 
they therefore hope that this honourable Court will conſi- 
det the farce, and take ſuch proper ſteps to ſuppreſs this 


growing evil as to their wiſdom ſhall ſeem meet. 
The reception which this Memorial of the 
London Jury met with, we may reaſonably 
ſuppoſe gave occafion to a ſimilar proceeding 
in the County of Middleſex 
The fact is, that on Thurſday, May the 
24th, 1787, the Grand Jury of the County 
of Middleſex, compoſed of ſome of the moſt 
worthy characters in the county, ſtruck with 
the propriety of the former proceeding in the 


— 
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as well throughout the county as in the Me. 
| tropolis, made their reprefentation alſo of of- 
fences againſt the Laws of Gop and their 
Country, which, in their opinion, called aloud 
for the attention of the Magiſtrates, and a 


more vigorous exertion of their authority. 


The Repreſentation was as follows 5 


Szsslon-Housz, CLERKENWELL-OREEN. 


24th May, 1 787. 


WE, the GRAND JURY empannelled to enquire 


of, and to preſent Offences committed within the Caunty 
of Middleſex ; 1 | | 


the Maintenance of Peace and Good Order. 
We conceive one Source of Miſchief, and that a great 


one indeed, to ariſe from an unlimited Number of Ale- 


houſes being ſuffered to be kept open Night and Day, with- 


out Order or Regularity; where Tipling,, Gambling, and 


all kinds of Vice are not only permitted but encouraged, 
where Thieves and Proſtitutes are harboured and pro- 
We are perſuaded, were theſe Places, and the pernicious 
Conſequences of them, properly repreſented. to the Ma- 
giſtrates, they would not be annually ſanctioned. 


Ihe great Number of Places of Public Entertainment 
E — ſome permitted by Authority - ſome in Defiance of 
the Law—appear to us to be another Cauſe of that gene- 


ral Spirit of Diſſipation and Extravagance, which ſo parti- 
cularly diſtinguiſhes the preſent Times © | 


Much 


Obſerving with great Concern the Depravity and Diſſi- 
pation which prevail at this Time, do beg leave to repre- 

ſent to the Magiſtrates of this County the Neceſſity which 
we conceive there is, for a more active Execution of thoſe 
| wiſe and wholeſome Laws which have been framed for 
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Much uſe and ſecurity. to the Public, we apprehend; 
ight be derived from a more active and diligent atten- 
tion to the Laws relating to Vagrants, and clearing the 


Streets and Villages of Beggars, which have increaſed be- 


yond conception. | | ö 
The great Number of Proſtitutes who fill the moſt 


public and populous Streets in the Town, by Day 7 
ef- 


well as by Night, attended by Thieves of the moſt d 


perate Sort, are both a Diſgrace to our Police, and a Ter- 


ror to the Public. 


We cannot omit what muſt diſtreſs every good Citizen 
to obſerve, the general Inattention to, and Prophanation 


of the Lord's Day, notwithſtanding the Encouragement' 
given to the Obſervance thereof, by the laudable*Inſtitu- 

tion of Sunday Schools, and the general Approbation of 
them. —This diſregard of the Sabbath (which we conceive 


to be a principal Cauſe of the growing Vices of the 


Times) particularly in Young Perſons of both Sexes, 
appears to be an Object which calls for the ſerious Atten- 
tion of thoſe who are entruſted with the Powers of en- 
forcing this important branch of our Laws: In many 
places we obſerve Shops open, and Buſineſs carried on in 
the Public Markets, without reſtraint, and Stage Coaches 
and Waggons travelling to and from all Parts of the 
Kingdom, at every Hour of the Lord's Day; alſo Gamb- 
ling in the Fields and Public Gardens, Tea-Houſes and 
Taverns to an incredible Number, opened all round the 
Metropolis, with invitations to them upon the Walls in 


every Public Street and Avenue of the Town. 


- We will not treſpaſs further by enumerating more 


Particulars, nor preſume to point out how theſe Evils 


may be prevented. We truſt, however, that the Magi- 


ſtrates will take the ſame into their ſerious Conſideration ; 
and adopt ſuch meaſures as may be moſt expedient; and 
that ſome check at leaſt my be given to that general 
Spirit of Depravity, which ſe 

the moſt rapid Progreſs, 


„„ peter Blaquire, Foreman. 5 
Thomas Boddington Gilbert Parke 
John Barwick HhHenjamin Reynolds 
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ems to be increaſing with 
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Jeremiah Percy Henry Delamain 
Francis Hammond Hammond Croſſe 
ee „ ts: WS oy 
Harry Haughton Iſaac Ardeſoi 

William Harriſon -- _ Joſeph Foſkett . 
John Pepper ' Marmaduke Langdale 
Peter Moore | Edward Bond 


Robe rt Jones Nathaniel Clarkſon 


This Repreſentation was received by the 
Court with unanimous approbation ; the Grand 
Jury received, at the time of their delivery 
of it, the thanks of the Court, delivered in 
elegant and pathetic terms by the Chairman; 
who repeated thoſe thanks more at large, in a 
manner which did himſelf great honour, and 
much affected every hearer, when they were 
diſmiſſed at the cloſe of the Seſſions. . 
The Court, having received the Repreſen- 
tation, immediately took into Conſideration 
the very important contents of it. A Com- 
| mittee was appointed to deliberate and point 
out the beſt means of reforming the evils 
complained of ; who were to report their opi- 
nion thereon to the Court; which they did 
on Saturday the 26th, in the following words: 


SESSION- 
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Sz65108-Hovsr, CLERKENWELL-GA EIN. 
F. iday, 25th May, 1787. 


A Repreſentation having been made at this Seſſion, 
by the Grand jury for the County of Middleſex, of 


ſundry enormities, which, in their opinion, call aloud 


at this time for the exertion of the Magiſtrates, and a 
vigorous execution of the laws; and the fame having 
been received by the Court; and the Court having re- 
ſolved, That a Committee be appointed, to confider the 
feveral particulars ſubmitted to the Magiſtrates, and alſd 
what ſteps are proper to be taken there, in order to anſwer 
the ſalutary purpoſes of the Grand Jury in this their Re- 


preſentation; the ſaid Committee, to whom it was re. 


ferred, make this their Report to the Court; viz. 


„That the Committee have attentively confidered tlie 
general purport of the ſaid Repreſentation referred to 


them; and are of opinion, that the moſt proper meaſures 


for effecting the good and ſalutary purpoſes of it ſhould 


A 


be adopted. 


That it would be proper for his Majeſty's Juſtices of 


me Peace in Seffion, to tranſmit the Repreſentation of 


- the Grand Jury to the ſeveral parithes within this County; 
and to point out the ſeveral Acts of Parliament relating to 
the offences therein ſpecified, with ſhort extracts from 
* thoſe Acts of Parliament, together with a recommenda- 
tion from the Sefton to the ſeveral pariſhes, to enforce 
the laws in general which relate to the maintenance of 
peace and good order. | 
That it be recommended to the ſeveral pariſhes, to be 
particularly careful, to cauſe repreſentation to be made to 
the Magiſtrates (previous to, or at the time of their gene- 
ral licenſing public-houſes) of the conduct of the ſeveral 


victuallers in their reſpeCtive pariſhes : Whether they keep 
good order? Whether they ſuffer gambling, or tippling 


at unſeaſonable hours? Whether they have any ſkittle or 
nine-pin grounds, or any gaming- places of any kind? 
| 0 OR -.”I hat, 


| 
| 


erer er rr eee actos ef 
. 1 b 1 3 1 
c %. . f 23 - | 


mn eo A A ] 
YO PRE EEO} Ne ES IT IA EET RA D 
5 25 73 0 EE Et WHY e 
- 
* 


N 
| 
6 


rn OT OT YT i ES ORE RA PETS RRP apo Ea PR ts goers 96s os 


youre » 


- "ge. _ - Ee IIs CON" Oy 47 x 4 — 
er f F L 0 n Yy 8 rw” FOR — — n n 7 
8 — « ; x F i 33 
* 4 N 9 7＋·7·[ò hs 25 2 © ö 4 . rn FS N * —— 
- 
. 


[ 29 J 


| That, at the Juſtices meeting, for the purpoſe of granting 


licences, a particular information may be obtained by 


them, concerning the conduct of the ſeveral perſons ap- 
plying for a renewal of their licence, and how their bu 
neſs has been carried on. 


The Committee beg leave to ſubmit to the judgement 


of the Court, that the ſaid Repreſentation of the Grand 


Jurys when tranſmitted to the ſeveral pariſhes within the 
-ounty of Middleſex, might, if the Court ſhould think 
proper, be accompanied with ſome ſuch preamble as this. 


Middleſex. It being the earneſt wiſh of his Majeſty's 


123 of the Peace, in and for the ſaid county, that the 


epreſentation made to this Court, at their Seſſions of 


che Peace, on Thurſday the 24th of May, 1787, ſhould 
be properly attended to, and the good purpoſes of it effec» 


ted; they have thought proper to tranſmit the ſame, to- 
gether with the very reſpectable names ſubſcribed, to the 
ſeveral pariſhes in this County; and that the laws reſpec- 
ting the ſeveral matters complained of may be generally 


| known, they have ſubjoined Extracts from the Statutes 
relating thereto, hoping that the Pariſh officers and prin- 
_ cipal inhabitants will exert themſelves, to ſee that the ſaid 


Statutes be duly carried into execution, in matters whick 
appear to them of ſo much conſequence to the preſervation 
of the peace and good order, as well as the ſafety and 
happineſs of the people. 55 
And the Magiſtrates think it their Duty, to recommend 
it to every pariſh, to pay a particular attention to that 
part of the ſaid Repreſentation of the Grand Jury which 
reſpects the Ale-houſes, as a moſt important and eſſential 
ſtep towards putting a ſtop to the evils complained of. 
All which the Committee ſubmit to the farther con- 
ſideration and determination of this Court.“ 85 


The 
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The Court having approved this Report, re- 
ferred back the matter to the ſame Committee, 


to adopt ſuch. meaſures, as they might deem 


conduſive to the beneficial purpoſes of the 


repreſentation of the Grand Jury, and to carry 
the ſame into full effect. „ 
This was referred to them on Saturday May 


the 26th; and in the midſt of their delibera- 
tions hereupon, on Saturday June 2d, was 


iſſued, in conſequence of his Majeſty's moſt 


gracious and ready diſpoſition to co-operate 


with his ſubjects, in whatever may be of ge- 


neral benefit and advantage to his kingdoms, 


A Royal Proclamation, which, for many 
reaſons, it may not be improper here to 


Inſert at full length. 


B Taz K ING. 
A PROCLAMATION 


For the Encouragement of PIE TV and VIRTUE, and for pre- 
venting and puniſhing of Vice, PROFANENESsS, and IM= 
MORALITY. 7 25 


GEORGE R. 


WHEREAS we cannot but obſerve, with inex- 
preſſible concern, the rapid progreſs of impiety and licen- 

tiouſneſs, and that deluge of profaneneſs, immorality, 
and every kind of vice, which, to the ſcandal of our hob 
religion, and to the evil example of our loving ſubjects, 


' hath broken in upon this nation: we therefore, eſteemi- 


ing it our indiſpenſable duty to exert the authority com- 
mitted to us for the ſupprefling of theſe ſpreading evils, 


ſearing leſt that they ſhould provoke God's wrath and 


indignation againſt us, and humbly acknowledging that we 
cannot expect the bleſſing and goodneſs of Almighty God 


(by whom Kings reign, and on which we entirely rely) 


to make our reign happy and proſperous to ourſelf 'and 


our people, without a religious obſervance of God's holy 


laws ; to the intent that religion, piety, and good man- 
ners, may (according to our moſt hearty deſire) flouriſh 


and increaſe under our adminiſtration and government, 


have thought fit, by the advice of our Privy Council, to 
iſſue this our Royal Proclamation, and do hereby declare 


our royal purpoſe and reſolution to diſcountenance and 


puniſh all manner of vice, profaneneſs, and immorality, 
in all perſons of whatſoever degree or quality, within 
this our realm, and particularly in ſuch. as are em- 
ployed near our royal perſon; and that, for the encourage- 


ment of religion and morality, we will, upon all o- 
5 | 2 caſions, 
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caſions, diſtiriguiſh perſons of piety atid virtue, by 
marks of our royal favour : and we do expect and re- 
quire, that all perſons of honour, or in place of authority, 
will give good example by their own piety and virtue, 
and to their utmoſt contribute to the diſcountenancing 
perſons of diffolute and debauched lives, that they, being 
' reduced by that means to ſhame and contempt for their 

looſe and evil actions and behaviour, may be thereby alſo 
enforced the ſooner to reform their ill habits and practices, 
and that the viſible diſpleaſure of good men towards them 
may (as far as it is poſſible) ſupply what the laws (pro- 
bably) cannot altogether prevent: and we do hereby 
ſtrictly enjoin and prohibit all our loving ſubjects, of 
whatever degree or quality ſoever, from playing, on the 
Lord's Day, at dice, or any other game whatſoever, either 
in publick or private houſes, or other place or places 
whatſoever : and we do hereby require and command 
them, and every of them, decently and reverently to at- 
tend the worſhip of God on the Lord's Day, on pain of 
our higheſt diſpleaſure, and of being proceeded again? 
with the utmoſt rigour that may be by law. And, for 
the niore effectual reforming all ſuch perfons, who, by 
reaſon of their diſſolute lives and converſation, are a ſcan- 
dal to our kingdom, our further pleaſure is, and we do 
hereby ſtrictly charge and command all our Judges, 
Mayors, Sheriffs, Juſtices of the Peace, and all other our 
officers and miniſters, both eccleſiaſtical and civil, and all 
other our ſubjects, to be very vigilant and ſtrict in the 
diſcovery and puniſhment of all perſons who ſhall be 
guilty of exceſſive drinking, blaſphemy, profane ſwearing 
and curſing, lewdneſs, profanation of the Lord's Day, 
or other diſſolute, immoral, or diſorderly practices; and 
that they take care alſo effectually to ſuppreſs all gaming 
houſes and other looſe and diſorderly houſes, and alſo 
all unlicenſed public ſhews, interludes, and places. of en- 

| tertainment, uſing the utmoſt caution in Jicenfing the 
fame : alſo to ſuppreſs all looſe and licentious prints, 
books, and publications, diſperſing poiſon to the mindsof 
the young and unwary, and to punith the publiſhers 
and venders thereof; and to put into execution the ſtatute 


— 
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made it the twenty-ninth year of the reign of the late 
King Charles the Second, intituled, in Act for the letter 
Obſer vation of the Lord's Day, commonly called Sunday ; and 


alſo an- act of parliametit made in the ninth year of the 


reign of the late King William the Third, intituled, In 
A for the more effettual ſuppreſſing of Blaſphemy and Pro- 


Faneneſs : and alſo an act paſſed in the twenty-firſt year of 
our reign, intituled, An Ae for preventing certain Abuſes 


end Profanations of the Lord's Day, called Sunday ; and all 
other laws now in force for the puniſhment #nd ſup- 


preſſing any of the vices aforeſaid ; and alſo to ſuppreff 


and prevent all gaming whatſoever in public or private 
houſes on the Lord's b 

effectual care to prevent all perſons keeping taverns, cho- 
colate houſes, coffee houſes, or other public houſes what- 
ſoever, from ſelling wine, chocolate, coffee, ale, beer, 


or other liquors, or receiving or permitting gueſts to be 
or remain in ſuch their houſes in time of Divine Service 
on the Lord's Day, as they will anſwer it to Almighty 
God, and upor: pain of our higheſt diſpleafure. And, 


for the more effectual proceeding herein, we do hereby 


direct and command all our Judges of Aſſize, and Juſtices 


of the Peace, to give ſtrict charge to their reſpective aſſizes 


and ſeſhonis, for the due proſecution and puniſhment of 
all perſons that ſhall preſume to offend in any of the 


crimes aforeſaid ; and alſo of all perſons that, contrary to 
their duty, ſhall be remiſs or negligent in putting the ſaid 


laws in execution; and that they do, at their reſpective 
aſhzes and quarter ſeſſions of the peace, canſe this our 


Royal Proclamation to be publicly read in open Court im- 
_ mediately before the charge is given. And we do here- 
by further charge and command every Miniſter, in his 
reſpective pariſh church or chapel, to read this our Procla- 
mation at leaft four times in every year, immediately after 
Divine Service, and to incite and ſtir up their reſpective 


auditors to the practice of piety and virtue, and the avoid- 
ing of all immorality and profaneneſs. And, to the end 


that all vice and debauchery may be prevented, and reli 


gion and virtue practiſed by all officers, private ſoldiers, 


mariners, and others, who are employed in our ſervice 


by fea and land, we do hereby ſtrictly charge and com- 


mand 


ay; and likewiſe that they take 


— ͥ - 


— IC I A IF OI el I on nes 


[ 34 J 


mand all 6vt coninanders and officers whatſoever; that 
they do take care to avoid all profaneneſs, debauchery, 
and other immoralities; 3nd that, by their own good and 
virtuous lives and converſation, they do ſet good examples 
to all ſuch as are under their care and authority; and 
likewiſe take care of and inſpet the behaviour of all ſuch 
as are under tftent, and puniſh all thoſe who ſhall be 
guilty of any of the offences aforeſaid; as they will be 
anſwerable for the ill conſequences of their neglect herein. 
Given at our Court at St. James's, the firſt thy of June 
One Thouſand Seven Hundred and Eighty-ſeven; in the 
I wenty-ſeventh Year of Our Reign. 


| GOD fave the KING. 


Mean while, the Magiſtrates of the County 
of Middleſex were not wholly inattentive to 
their duty; their Committee having, in this 
interval, carefully reviſed and conſidered the 

Penal Laws, fo far as they refpe& not only 
the general welfare of the community, but 
alſo the particulars adverted to, both in the 
Royal Proclamation, and in the Repreſentation 
of the Grand Jury; an Abſtract of them was 
produced, which they directed to be printed 
on a broad ſheet of paper, in ſuch a manner 
as to render them obvious to the reader at one 
view, and which might be framed and hung 
up in pariſh veſtry- rooms, or other places 
of public reſort, A copy of it, in a reduced 
form, is annexed to this publication, 
An opportunity ſoon preſented itſelf, of com- 
municating theſe proceedings to a very large 
meeting of the Juſtices of the County, Who 

were 


LD Þ 


were convened in conſequence of a letter from 
one of his Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of 
State, in order to conſider the ſubjects ſet forth. 
in the Royal Proclamation ; which letter, ad- 
| dreſfed to the Clerk of the Peace (in the pre- 
ſent vacancy of the Lord Lieutenancy of this 
County), it is here thought proper to tranſ- 

cribe. | 785 | | 


Whitehall, Tune 23 1787. 
SIR, S 3 
IN conſequence of the depredations which have been 
committed in every part of the kingdom, and which 
have of late been carried to ſuch an extent as to be a diſ- 
grace to a civilized nation, His Majeſty has thought it 
expedient again to iſſue His Royal Proclamation, direc- 
ting the ſtrict execution of the laws which have been 
made, and are ſtill in force, againſt the Profanation of 
the Loxd's-Day, Drunkenneſs, Swearing, Curſing, and 
other diſorderly practices. 33 ͤ DR 
I tranſmit to you herewith fix copies of the ſaid Pro- 
clamation ; and I am commanded to 7 to you His 
Majeſty's pleaſure, that you do take the molt early oppor- 
tunity of convening the Magiſtrates within your Diſtrict; 
and enjoining them, in the ſtrongeſt terms, to purſue the 
moſt effectual methods for putting the laws in execution, 
and for encouraging all officers and perſons, to exert 
their utmoſt diligence, in their ſeveral ſtations, for the 
prevention of ſuch dangerous offences. r 
The inattention which ſeems of late to have been 
ſhewn in the granting Licences to Public- houſes, and 
other places of public entertainment, without paying the 
leaſt regard to their ſituation, or even the characters of 
the perſons who undertake their management, is, amongſt 
others, a matter which requires an immediate conſidera- 
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tion, not only for remedying the evil upon future occa- 
fions, but for diminiſhing the number of thoſe Public- 


houſes which do not evidently appear to be calculated 


for public utility and convenience. 


- I am perſuaded that I need not call upon you for your 


active aſſiſtance, in the purſuit of meaſures, ſo —_ 


calculated for the public good; as you muſt be convince 
that the exertions of all perſons in authority are now 
become'abſolutely and indiſpenſably neceſſary, even for the 


preſervation of the lives and properties of His Majeſty”: 8 
lubjects. 1 am, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient, 
Humble Servant, . 8 


SYDNEY: 


BH. Collingwood Selby, Eſq. 


Clerk of the Peace of 
Middleſex. 


* 


This 3 a meeting of the Juſtices, on 


Wedneſday June 20, 1787. 


The Magiſtrates being thus convened, the 
Chairman, in a ſhort ſpeech, opened the bu- 
ſineſs of the meeting, and ſeemed particularly 


deſirous, that the late Proclamation, which 


bad called them together, might not be con- 
ſidered as a mere matter of form and a thing 
of courſe, but as the reſult of his Majeſty's 
deep and paternal concern, on finding ſuch a 
prevalence of the moſt flagrant enormities 
amongſt his ſubjeQts, as demanded the exer- 
tion of all that power, which, for the wiſeſt 
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Fgdward Montagu, Eſq. 


2 
and beſt of purpoſes, 1 l6djed i in w the bands 


of the civil magiſtrate. 
The Chairman then laid before the Meet- 


ing the proceedings of the Committee, toge- 


ther with the Abſtract of the Penal Laws, 
which apply immediately to the ſubjects both 


of the Proclamation and the Repreſentation 
then lying before them: And informed them, 
that the Abſtract above-mentioned, together 
with the Repreſentation ſigned by the Grand 


Jury, had been ſent to the ſeveral Pariſhes | 


in the County of Middleſex, as appears from 
the following minutes of the Meeting. 


NMgpizskx. At a General Meeting of his Majeſty 8 


Juſtices of the Peace for the county of Middleſex, 
holden at the Seſſion-houſe on Clerkenwell-Green, 
on Wedneſday the Twentieth day of June, in the 
Twenty-ſeventh Year of the Reign of our Sovereign 
Lord George the Third, King of Great Britain, &c. 

' convened, in conſequence of a letter from the Right 
Honourable Lord Sydney, one of his Majeſty's Prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State, for the purpoſe of taking 
into conſideration His Majeſty's Royal Proclamation 
for the encouragement of Piety and Virtue ; and fgr 
preventing and puniſhing of Vice, Profancneſs, and 
Immoralit 


Preſent, 
8 Wilkam Mainwaring Eſquire, Chairman. 


Sir Robert Taylor, Knt. ſame: Croft, Eſq. 

| upert Clarke, Eſq. 
The Rev: Dr. laſt.  Egward Read, Eſq. 
The Rev. Dr. Mayo. Sed Wegs, Eſq. 
Nathaniel Conant, Eſq. Peter Greene, Eſq. 
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| Herbert Whitfield, Sb Joſeph Girdler, Eſq. 
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William Hyde, Eſq; 


Charles Triquet, Eſq. Thomas Cogan, Eſq. + 
William Bleamire, Eſq. William Coleman, Eſq 
David Wilmot, Eſq. Nicholas Forſter, Eſq. 
William Gaſcoigne, Eſq. Edward Webſter, Eſq. 
Anthony Dickins, Eſq, John Staples, Efq. 

Edw. Burnaby Green, Eſq. Edward Gray, Eſq. 

Robert Smith, Eſq. William Blackmore, Efg. 
Edmund Armſtrong, Eſq. Rice Davies, Eſq. 

David Walker, Eſq. 
William Gowan, Eſq. „„ 5 


William Mainwaring, Eſq the Chairman of the Seflions, 


informed the Meeting, That in conſequence of a New 
Proclamation, iſſued by His Majeſty's command on the 
Iſt day of June inſtant, and of a letter received from the 


Right Honourable Lord Sydney, one of his Majeity's 
Principal Secretaries of State, he had convened the Ma- 
giſtrates to take the ſame into their conſideration, and to 
determine what methods were moſt proper to be purſued 


for, putting the laws in execution reſpecting the ſeveral 


matters mentioned in the Proclamation and Letter. 
The Proclamation and Letter were accordingly read. 
The Chairman then informed the Meeting, that, pre- 


_ vious to the iſſuing His Majeſty's Proclamation, viz. at 
the General Seſſion of the Peace, holden for this County, 


on the 24th May, 1787, a Repreſentation had been pre- 


ſented to the Court by the Grand Jury. 


The ſaid Repreſentation, together with the Proceedings 
had thereon (as recited in page 28.) , were then read. 


Te Chairman then informed the Meeting, 


That the Committee had directed printed copies of 
the ſaid Repreſentation, together with an Extract of 
ſeveral acts of parliament, relating to the matters ſpecified 


in the Repreſentation, to be ſent ta every pariſh in the 


* 
* 


county, with the following letter: 
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to the Min1sTgr, Cnvacn WARDENS, PARISH and 


PEACE OFFiceRs of the Pariſh of 


GE NT LEMEN, 


HIS Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for the County of 


Middleſex, having received from the Grand Juryat Gate 


laſt General 3 of the Peace held at Clerkenwell, 
on Thurſday May the 24th, 1787, a Repreſentation of 


divers Irregularities and Enormities, which call for the 


active Exertions of the Magiſtrates and Pariſh Officers, 0 

and a more vigorous Execution of the Laws; And it 

being their earneſt wiſh that the good Purpoſes of the 
ſaid Repreſentation ſhould be carried into Effet ; They 


have thought proper to tranſmit the ſame, together with 
the very reſpectable Names thereto ſubſcribed, to the 


ſeveral Pariſhes in this County. And that the Laws re- 
ſpecting the ſeveral Matters complained of may be gene- 


rally known, they have ſubjoined Extracts from ſuch of 
them as relate to the ſame, hoping that the Pariſh Officers 


and principal Inhabitants will exert themſelves to ſee 
that the ſaid Laws be duly carried into Execution in Mat- 


ters of ſo much Conſequence to the good Order as well as 
to the Happineſs of the People. 

The Magiſtrates think it their Duty to recommend It 

to every Pariſh to pay a particular Attention to that 


Part of the Repreſention which reſpects the Profanation 
of the Lord's Day, the Diſorders committed in Ale- 
houſes, and the great Increaſe in the number of Vagrants, : 
as the moſt important and eflential ſteps towards 3 a 


Stop to the Evils complained of. 
I am, Gentlemen, 
Vour moſt obedient 
Humble Servant, 
HENRY COLLINGWOOD SELBY. 


Clerk of the Peace for the County of Middleſex. 
P. S. It is requeſted that a Veſtry be called on the firſt 


Sunday or other convenient Day after the receipt of this 


Letter, to conſider what Steps are moſt proper to be taken 


in the Buſineſs above-mentioned. 
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The Chairman having thus ſtated to the Meeting the 
proceedings of His Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace, pre- 
vious to the iſſuing His Majeſty's Proclamation, the mat- 
ter of the ſaid Proclamation was taken into conſideration. 

Several inconveniences having been ſtated to the Meet- 


ing, to ariſe from the preſent mode of granting Licenſes 
to perſons keeping Ale-houſes, and alſo from the preſent 
practice of aſſigning over licences ; | : 


Reſolved, That it be referred to a Committee, to inquire 


into and ſtate the ſame particularly; and to conſider how the 
licenſing of Public-houſes may be better regulated in future; 


and that they report their opinion thereon to the next Gene- 
ral Quarter Seſſion, to be holden for this County; and that 
Edward Montagu, William Bleamire, Nathaniel Conant, 


Eſquires; the Rev. Samuel Glaſſe, D. D. Samuel Wegge 
and Edward Webſter, Eſquires ; and any other gentlemen 
who think proper to attend, or any three or more of them, 


be ſuch Committee; and that they meet and adjourn, from 
time to time, at pleaſure. Cee „ 
Reſolved, That it be recommended to the ſeveral Magiſ- 
trates of this County, to confer with the Miniſter, Pariſh 


Officers, and Principal Inhabitants, in their reſpective 


Diſtricts, touching the Cauſes of the ſeveral Enormities 
mentioned and alluded to in his Majeſty's Proclamation : 
and that the ſaid Magiſtrates do to the utmoſt of their 
Power co-operate with them in purſuing the moſt effec- 
tual meaſures for the immediate ſuppreſſion of ſuch enor- 
mities. 1 | . 55 

Reſolved, That it be recommended to the Juſtices at- 
tending the licenſing of Public-houſes, to pay a particular 
attention to the characters and conduct of the 3 
within their reſpective Diviſions; and that they do their 
endeavours to obtain a true and impartial account of each 
Public-houſe within their reſpective Diviſions, and of the 
manner in which it has been conducted during the pre- 
ceeding year, to be laid before them at a previous General 
Meeting to be held by them, for the purpoſe of examining 
the ſame; and that His Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace have 


notice of theſe two Reſolutions. 


On 


* ad g 4 | | 8 | i 
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On 90 12th 4 of July following, the Committee, ap- 
pointed to examine into the inconveniences ariſing 
from the manner of granting Licences to perſons keep- 
ing Public-houſes, &c. made their Report to the Juſ- 


tices in Quarter Seſſions, when the following Reſolu- 


tions were adopted, and ordered to be printed and ſent 
to every acting Magiſtrate in the County. 


Reſo ved, That the Recommendation of His Majeſty's 
Secretary of State, reſpecting the licencing of Public pity 
demands the moſt ſerious attention of the Kingdom in 
general, and particularly this County. 


Re ſolved, I hat the Reduction of the number of Li- 


cenſed houſes is not only expedient, but highly neceſſa 
when it can be effected without inconvenience to the wo" 

lick; that, when it has been found neceſſary to ſuppreſs 
any Publick-houſe, no other ſhould be licenced in its 
room, unleſs abſolute neceſſity ſhould require it. 

Reſelved, That it appears neceſſary, for the public ſafety, 
that, i in granting licences, great regard ſhould be paid, not 
only to the characters of the perſons propoſed, but alſo to 
the ſituation of their houſes, very great evils being known 
to riſe from ſuch as are ſequeſtered and remote from #4 
hck view. 

Reſslved, That the admiſſion of improper bene as 
fureties, in the recognizances, is an evil which calls 
toudly for redreſs, and therefore too great care cannot be 
taken by the Magiſtrates f in requiring proper ſureties for 
the good behaviour of Publicans. 

Reſolved, That the practice of Magiſtrates, in ſors di- 
vif ions, appears to the Committee highly worthy of eneral 
imitation, who require the names of the intended f reties 
for the good behaviour of Publicans ſhall be delivered to 
the High Conſtables, on or before the 1ſt day of Auguſt 


\ 1 


in every year, to be tranſmitted 3 to the Juſtices 


in their reſpective Diviſions, * 


ys at leaſt before the 
Licenſing Day. 


Reſolved, That particular attention to the nature of Cer: 


tificates and Recommendations, for obtaining Licences, 
pom | an object of ihe utmoſt imer; and that it will 


be 


| 
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de a great inſtance of prudence and diſcretion in the Ma- 


giſtrates to be very ſtrict in their inquiry into the characters 


of thoſe who ſign them. 


Refelved, That any Publican's permiſſion of ſkittle 
grounds, or any places, means, or inſtruments, for gam- 


ing or unlawful paſtime, within his premiſes, is of very 


miſchievous conſequence ; in abſolute defiance of the ſub- 


fiſting laws, and in direct violation of the condition of his 


Recognizance, 


Reſolv d, That it be earneſtly recommended to his Ma- 
jeſty's Juſtices of the Peace, that no Licence be granted to. 


any Publican who permits the aforeſaid practices. 
Reſolved, That it be recommended to the Juſtices, to grant 
no Licences to houſes in which beer has not uſually been 


fold in the preceding year, except the ſame ſhall have been, 
uſed as taverns, victualling houſes, inns, or coftee-houſes, 
Reſelved, That it be recommended to the Magiſtrates, 


in every diviſion, to hold a Petty Seſſion ſome time in the 


month of Auguſt annually, in order to take into conſidera- 


tion ſuch meaſures reſpecting the licenſing of public 


houſes, as may be adopted for the general good. 


It being ſuggeſted to the Court, that it frequently 
happens, in caſes where licences are refuſed at the Ge- 


neral licenſing time, either on account of the bad character 
of the perſon applying, or on account of the improper. 


i fituation of the houſe for which the licence is deſired; 


applications are made to His Majeſty's Juſtices, after 


fuch General Licenſing time, on behalf of a New Occu- 


pier; and the Juſtices, at a Petty Seſſion, frequently 
grant licences to ſuch occupiers to draw beer till the next 


General licenſing time, and inconveniences have been 
found to ariſe therefrom: 


Reſolved, T hat it be recommended to his Majeſty s Juſ- 
tices of the Peace, that no ſuch licences be granted at any 


Petty Seſſion held after ſuch General Meeting, without 


previous notice given to the Juſtices who attended ſuch 


General Meeting, and the conſent of the major part of 


the juſtices attending ſuch Petty _— being firſt obe 
| taincd. N 
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I ſhould add, that the City of London, i in con: 
ſeq uence of the King's Proclamation, appointed 
a Sommittes to conſider the moſt proper me- 


thods to carry into execution the ſeveral laws 


againſt the Profanation of the Lonr's-Dar, 
and againſt Drunkenneſs, Swearing, &c. and 


other enormities, of late grown to ſo alarming 
an height; this Committee made a report to 
the Court of Aldermen, on the 15th day of 


Joly, which, after ſome debate, was referred 
ack to the ſame Committee to reconſider ; I 


am unable therefore to recite their proceed- 


ings in this place, 


Thus, Sir, have I given you as exact an 


account as I could of the ſeveral proceedings 


which have hitherto taken place, on a buſineſs 
of the utmoſt importance to the honour 


and happineſs and welfare of our Sovereign 
and his kingdoms : concerning which, various 
opinions will doubtleſs be entertained, and 


very different judgements will be formed, as 

the matter happens to preſent itſelf either to 
a ſanguine or a phlegmatic diſpoſition : the 
one foreſees an univerſal Utopian change of 
manners and behaviour, facile ſperans quod ex- 


opiat; the other coldly deſpairs of any re- 


ormation at all; exclaiming Actum eft Periimus. 
The former we would wiſh to guard againſt 


diſappointment, by intreating him not to ex- 


pect moral impoſſibilities: The latter we would 
2 ES ; remind 


[4]. 


remind of the folly of thoſe ſeamen, who, in 
a ſtorm, lie on their oars, and commit them- 
ſelves without hope to the mercileſs ele- 
ments, devoting themſelves to unavoidable 
deſtruction. Our caſe is by no means ſo deſpe- 
rate as theſe gloomy politicians would repre- 
ſent it. The diſeaſe, though bad, is by no 
means incurable ; a proper application of the 
' ſeveral remedies within our own reach would, 
in a ſhort time, be found to produce the moſt 
ſalutary effects; and we might indulge the 
reaſonable expeQation of ſoon becoming a bet- 
ter, and conſequently an happier people. But 
a general reformation certainly depends not 
merely on the vigorous cxertions of the Ma- 
giſtrate, nor even on the animated exhor- 
tations of the Clergy, many of whom haye 
gladly embraced the opportunity, given them 
by his Majeſty's late Proclamation, to rouze 
their reſpective congregations to a better re- 
gard to their duty; far more good might be 
expected from a due attention in individuals 
of the higheſt order, to their own particular 
conduct, J : 
For example: The Magiſtrate mav, and he 
certainly ought to, ſend out the Pariſh Officers, 
to apprehend the poor Plebeian, who ſhall be 
known to be miſ-employing his time, in any 
ſpecies of gambling on the LorD's-Day. The 
general good of his neighbours, and the good 
order and regulation of ſociety, require that 
ſuch a daring violation of the laws of Go 
1 | # 1 * and 
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and Man ſhould not paſs unnoticed, uncen- 


ſured, or unpuniſhed. But is it not poſſible, 


that within the ſame diſtri, ſome perſon of 
high rank or great opulence may reſide, in 
whoſe houſe cards, dice, muſic, dancing, and 
every ſpecies of diſſipation and improper be- 


| haviour, are admitted and allowed without re- 

_ ſerve? Were theſe ſalutary regulations then 
made only for the poor; and is the ſame Act 
perfectly allowable and innocent in the one 
| caſe, and puniſhable, without mitigation or 
excuſe, in the other? May the rich man or 
the Nobleman loſe his thouſands on this or 


any other day with impunity ; while the 
labourer or the ſervant (encouraged perhaps 


by a practice, which once he thought ſhocking, 
but to which he is now familiarized and recon- 
Ciled) loſes his pence, or perhaps his time, 


which it is his misfortune neither to know 
how to eſtimate, nor how to improve? The 


encouragement given to this, or any other 
vice, by the Great, who take advantage of 


their ſituation, as though they were out of 


the reach of the law, muſt needs embar- 


raſs every conſcientious Magiſtrate ; who can- 
not but feel, that he 1s hardly adminiſtering 


Juſtice “ truly and indifferently,” when the 


great offender, whoſe - tranſgreſſions are leſs to 
be excuſed, is ſuffered to perſiſt in them totally 


undiſturbed, while the ignorant peaſant is 


puniſhed without mercy, $0 
„ The 
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The reform, in ſhort, muſt be perſonal; and 
he that is careful to reform one, 1s an eſſential 
benefactor to ſociety. He that extends his 
care from his own perſon, to thoſe of his chil- 
dren and domeſtics, riſes in eſtimation as a 
public benefactor; and if his portion is among 
the Great, great will be the benefit derived 
from his conduct, to the community at large, 
from the good effects of his influence and ex- 
ample. The eſtabliſhment of Parochial Socie- 
ties appears to be a very deſirable meaſure, in 
order to promote the reformation ſo much 
deſired; and of theſe I will venture to give 
ſome outlines; not doubting, at the ſame time, 
that much better might, and ſincerely hoping 
that they will, be ſuggeſted by thoſe who have 
more deeply conſidered the ſubject, and have 
more time than falls to my ſhare, to digeſt 
them; they are, however, ſuch as follow: 


RULES for the Eſtabliſhment and Regulation of a 
SociE r for the Preſervation of Peace, Good Order, 
and Sobriety, in any City, Town, or Village in the 

Kingdom, | 8 | 53 


x. That this Society do conſiſt of Perſons truly de- 
firous of promoting the objects of its eſtabliſhment, as 
mentioned above. =] „ 

2. That they meet every fir/? and third Sunday in every 
month, in veſtry, after morning ſervice, where only 
morning ſervice is performed, or where that time 1s 
found to be moſt convenient: at other times, and in other 
caſes, after evening ſervice; and where there is no con- 
venient veſtry-· room, at the houſe of the Church-warden, 

| * or 
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or other pariſh-officer, or other pariſhioner, as ſhall be 
reed on. 
3. That the Miniſter, Church-wardens, Overſeers of 
the poor (and where he reſides, the High Conſtable), be 
conſtant members of this ſociety ; and that any gentleman 


bf fortune, character, and influence, is always confidered 
as a valuable acquiſition, when his aten can be ob- 


tained. 
4. That the object of their meetings be to conſult, how 


they may more effectually promote the good purpoſes 
of bis ajeſty's late Proclamation ; and forward the de- 
ſigus of thoſe, who are intent on bringing about a refor- 


mation of manners. 
5. That this Society do e encourage and aſſiſt pariſh and 


peace officers in the diſcharge of their ole ; which 
Particularly requires them to give formation of diſor- 
derly houſes, and unlawful practices, of what kind 
ſoever, within their reſpective limits; thereby removing, 

as much as poſſible, that odium, which bad men find 

it their intereſt to affix to the character of znfo-mers; and 
which indeed is odious, when it is aſſumed for the purpoſe 


of gratifying a. malignant, or ſelf-intereſted diſpoſition ; 


but highly reſpectable, when aſſumed for the purpoſe of 


promoting peace and regularity. 


b. That if any Juſtice of the peace be preſent, he 
be chairman: and otherwiſe, that the Miniſter of the 
Pariſh, or in his abſence the ſenior Church-warden, 


preſide ; ; and that the Pariſh Clerk if competent, or the 


Veſtry Clerk where there is ſuch an officer, or in 
other caſes that the Miniſter, or any other member 
that will kindly take upon him that trouble, do enter 


in a minute-book the 1 of every meeting, to 
which the majority. © the perſons Feen ſhall have 


conſented. 5 
That this Society do give all poſſible encourazement 
to Parochial FriENDLY SocIET1Rs, to which every mem 
ber, it is hoped, will be an Honorary Ann. contribut- 
ing to it according to his ability. 
8. That the monthly mzeting of ſuch FrrenpLy 


SocteTY be held on the third Sunday in every month, 


either at the church, or wherever the me embers of this 
Tr Society 
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Society of Reform ſhall hold their meeting, provided, mat 
no ſuch meeting be ever holden at a Public Houſe; there' 
to pay into the hands of the chairman, or other ſubſtan- 
tial inhabitant of the pariſh, their four weekly payments; 
be having previouſly given ſuch ſecurity as by the W > 
Society ſhall be thought neceſſary... _ 
9. That the rules and orders of ſuch Friendly Seciety- 
ſpall be read to the members of it, by the Chairman of 
. this Meeting, every Quarter; and that they be eſtabliſhed 
FE according to the beſt plan * now exiſting, ſubject to ſuch 
* alterations and improvements as ny hereafter be we” 
5 geſted and approved of. 
| 10. That this Society of Reform do from time to time 
enquire, how far the Laws (of which a printed abſtract 
ſhall be framed, and always lie before them when they 
meet) have been obſerved; and in what inſtances they 
have been violated; and how far the roper officers have 
exerted themſelyes, or have been a in carrying thoſe 
wy into execution. 
That the chairman do remind ſuch members af 
hae not been regular in their attendance, of the great 
importance of the buſineſs they are engaged in, and of the. 
neceſſity of patience and perſeverance therein, 

12. That, in caſes of doubt and difficulty, this Society 
do take the opinion and direction of ſuch as are learned 
in the law; that no ſtep may be taken, where the law 

E | will not fully juſtify them. 

43 13. That the general purpoſes of a reformation of man- 
7 ners be kept in view, and purſued without oſtentation 
6 | | and without ripour; that cl rudential method be uſed 

; to maintain the reſpeQability of. ſuch a ſociety ; that the 
authority of the Magiſtrate and thoſe appointed to a& 
| under him be ſupported to the utmoſt; and every en- 
couragement be given to an active and effectual executiom 
of the laws. 
1 14. That all expences attending the proſecution of of- 
* fenders, and every contingent expence of the ſeveral meet- 
ings, be defrayed by the overſeers of the poor, to be al- 

Iowed in their accompts, when delivered at the expiration 
of their office ; provided ſuch expence ſhall have been in- 


* See 3 Propofal at the End of the Appendix. Dl 4 
curred, 
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curred, with the conſent of the majority of the members 
of this Society. 1 
N. B. It is earneſtly hoped, that where one of his Ma- 
jeſty's Juſtices of the Peace is reſident in any Pariſh 
wherein ſuch a Society is eſtabliſned, he will become a 


member of it, and contribute the ſanction of his name and 
_ authority. | 1 


I ſhould add one word more reſpecting Infor- 
mers; which name is rendered odious, becauſe 
| moſt who appear under that character, aſſume 
it only for bad purpoſes : malice, hatred, ſelf- 
intereſt, every motive but the right one, in- 
duce men to ſtep forth, to give information 
of offences againſt the laws. Seldom, if ever, 
is ſuch information brought forward with a 
fincere intention to do good. If Pariſh and 
Peace Officers could be induced to think that 
it is their duty to do that which they have 
ſworn to do, they would then be ready to 
aſſiſt the endeavours of the Magiſtrates, by 
dragging concealed offenders into light, and 
ſubjecting them to the puniſhment which their 
crimes deſerve. It is the intereſt of every evil- 
minded perſon to ſtamp a mark of infamy, if 
he can, upon the character of an Informer; 
but every wiſe and good Magiſtrate will know ? 
how to draw the line of diſtinction; and will 
conſider every perſon, acting in this capacity 
from motives of duty and conſcience, as an 
uſeful coadjutor in a moſt important and ex- 
cellent work  —- en 
J have the honour to be, 
Dear Sir, 8 
_ Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
A Jus rie or MIDDLESEX. 
D APP E N- 
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APPENDIX. 


"HE facts ſtated in the r Me- 

mwmorial being unqueſtionably true, it 
ſeems by no meaus improper to inſert the ſub- 
ſtance of it in this publication: that the reader 
may be convinced of the neceſſity of thoſe 
ſteps which have been taken, and of thoſe 
eb, we truſt, will yet be taken, to ſup- 
preſs ſuch horrible enormities, and to bring, 
as well the aiders and abettors of them, as the 
perpetratars themſelves to condign puniſhment, 


| The ſubſtance of a Memorial of certain 
Truſtees for 'regulating the nightly watch, as 
delivered to the worſhipful His Majeſty's 
Juſtices of the Peace in and for the county of 
Middleſex, at their General Seffion of the 
Peace, held at Clerkenwell May 22, 1787, 


WHIC H ſheweth, 6 That within the Li- 
berty of ß. . are ſeveral ſtreets and 
places, wherein the obſcurity of the fitua- 
tion, and other circumſtances, combine to 
draw together the loweſt and moſt abandoned 
part of the community to reſide. 
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That theſe wretched FEM have for a long 
time rivalled each other in the infamy of their 


inhabitants; but in one court in particular, all 


the houſes are leaſed to a man of infamous 
character; whole income, which is very con- 
ſiderable, arifes from his extortions in the 
name of rent, In this court there are upwards 


of twenty houſes, which are Jett out, ready 
furmſhed as it is called, in feparate rooms or 
tenements; for the reception of inmates, to the 
amount of ſeveral hundreds in the whole, 
For though there is no more than one bed in 


each room, there are uſually two or three, and 


ſometimes even four occupiers of that one room 
and bed. Theſe rooms are furniſhed with a 
ſtump bedſtead, a flock bed, a pair of ſheets 
bern only one ſheet), a blanket or two, 
a chair or tao (generally without backs), and 


a grate, generally without ſhovel, tongs, or 


poker. Aud the ſheets are uſually marked with 
the name of the owner, and the words flop 
thief are added for obvious reaſons. 
„ ]n another alley are about welve houſes 


rented by perſons of very bad character, and 


by them let out in tenements as above; which 


tenements afford accommodation for about one 
hundred inmates of the above deſcription, viz. 
thieves and proſtitutes, In another alley are 
nearly the ſame number of houſes rented by 


infamous perſons, and let out by them to a 


like number of inmates of the ſame fort, viz, 


to inhabitants in the whale to the number of 


49% 


1 0 


$00, conſiſting of whores, pickpockets, foot · 
pads, houſebreakers, and thieves of every de- 
ſcription, and from all quarters of the beer 
who, invited by the countenance, accommoda- 
tion, and impunity, which they enjoy in theſe 
places, conſtantly reſort thither, the: houſes 
being continually lighted and kept open all 
night by the proſtitutes who reſide in n thei, 
for the reception of ſuch of the male inmates. 
as are detained abroad by their reſpective infa- 
mous occupations; or any other men who may 
be ſo unfortunate as to fall in their way, and 
be beguiled by them. The wretches harboured 
here were heretofore more reſerved; and cau- 
tious in their conduct; but by ſucceſs and im- 
punity they have been encquraged to throw off 
all reſtraint, and act now at. id- day, as openly, 
and: with as much villainy and audacity, as at 
midnight, to. the great terror of their neigh- 
bours, and the inhabitants of the whole diſ- 
Wet, 
_ * «« Beſide. the kind of tenements already de- 
ſcribed, there are alſo many common twopenny 
lodging houſes, where great numbers of rogues, 
vagabonds and proſtitutes are harboured: one 
man in particular makes up every night 35 
beds, and takes in men and women to lodge in 
them, at 2 d. or 3d. a night; but if a man 
and woman: come in together, he receives one 
ſhilling a night for the two. 
lt is impoſſible to enumerate the many in- 
ſtanges of villainy, 1 diſorder, and inde- 
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cency, which are continually eommitted in 
theſe places by the gangs that are harboured 


therein, over and above the innumerable de- 
predations which no doubt are committed by 


them on the public at large: it may not, how- 
ever be unneceſſary to ſtate a few particular 
facts, to evince the propriety and the neceſſity 
of this application to the Magiſtrates. ; 


4 1. Acommon proſtitute lately apprehended 
in one of theſe houſes declared, that when ſhe 
robs a man in the houſe, the miſtreſs has half 
of the plunder; and that this is the common 


practice of the houſe. * 
% 2, Another diſorderly proſtitute, hiding 66 aps 
prehended, declared that when ſhe took a man 


home, the miſtreſs has half the proſtitution mo- 
ney, and half the plunder which ſhe gets from 
the man; and ſhe ſpoke of this, as the com- 


mar practice of the houſe. 
% 3, One of the conſtables going to l 


fo ditorder to one of theſe houſes diſco- 
vered ſeveral men in ſmock frocks, who could 
give no good account of themſelves, and who, 
he doubts not, are a gang of thieves. 


« 4, Another conſtable early on Sunday morn- 


ing, May 13, hearing a cry of murder, went 
to one of theſe houſes, and found two men 
and fix women, fighting and rioting together 


in a moſt indecent and diſorderly manner. 


« 5, A man was lately decoyed into one of 
theſe houſes, and ſtripped of every thing he 


had (even his ſhirt), and 1 in the morning was 
4 = obliged 
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1 


obliged to wrap one of the blankets round him, 


and in that ſituation to go home, not being 


able to prevail with any people there to apply 


to his friends or acquaintance for cloaths. 
% 6. Another proſtitute, a mulatto, now in 


the Workhouſe, declares that for four years 


the uſed to lie in the ſame room, wher2 were 


two beds, with three other common proſ- 
titutes; and that ſhe and the three others 1 


picked up and brought men home to this or 


room; and on a Saturday night all four would 
5 ſometimes bring home a man apiece; in which 

caſe, they and the men lay together in the 
room iu the beſt way they could contrive. 
In theſe caſes the men paid a ſhilling apiece 
to the miſtreſs of the houſe; and the proſti- 
tutes, kept the proſtitution money themſelves. 
But when a man was robbed by theſe proſti- 
tutes or either of them, it was the conſtant 


cuſtom for the miſtreſs of the houſe to ſhare 


| half the robbery money. This practice of 
ſharing the robbery money is an iuvariable rule 


in all the houſes of this ſort in the neighbour- 
hood. Not long ſince, a gentleman was de- 


coyed into one of theſe houſes, and robbed of 


ſeven guineas and his watch; the proſtitute 


had half the money; and the watch was fenced, 


that is, ſent to a receiver of ſtolen goods, who 


gave a few ſhillings for it; half of which 
fence-money went to the proſtitute: and in all 
| Inſtances of robbery, the money is divided as 
aforeſaid, and the other property, not conſiſt- 
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ing of money, ſtolen or robbed, is firſt fenced, 
2 then divided as aforeſaid. 

« 7, Laſtly, a few days ſince, a Jew who was. 
crying old cloaths was called into one of theſe: 
houſes at. noon day by a proſtitute, that was 
looking out at the window, and pretended that 
ſhe had a gown and coat to ſell ; as ſoon as he 
got into the room, the Jew was attacked by 
three men, one of whom put a knife to his 
throat; upon which he immediately ran to 
the window, and called out, Murder! notwith- 
ſtanding which, the villains cut him with the 
knife in ſeveral places, and then knocked bim 
down ſtairs; not content therewith, they fol- 
lowed him into the open ſtreet, and there beat 
him in a terrible manner, in ſight of the whole 
' neighbourhood, aud then walked away with 
as much compoſure as if nothing bad hap- 
pened, no one offering to interfere in the Jew's s 
behalf; however, one of theſe men was-foon 
after apprehended, and is in culiggy: to be tried 
for the ſaid offence,” _ 

(Then, follows, a recital of a certain number 
of public houſes, with their deſcriptions, charac- 
ters, &c. not one of which we may. venture, 

without the gift of propheſy, to foretell will 
be licenced, at the next day of public licen- 
ſiog:) * At the door of one of thele. houſes there 
is pod Fe, ty a gang of deſperate. pickpockets, 
who, rob even in the day time with the greateſt 
audacity, and who will even hold up the hand- 
kerchief, or other p property: which. they have. 
ſtolen, 
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ſtolen, and ſhake it with an air of — and 
defiance at the perſon from whom they have 
taken it; and if the perſon robbed ſhould make 
any reſiſtance, or endeavour to apprehend the. 
robber, the whole gang would aſſuredly fall 
on him; but if the gang is at any time like» 
ly to be overpowered, it then finds a ſafe re- 
treat in this alehouſe, where no one or two 
perſons durſt follow for fear of being mur- 
thered. 2h 
In all or moſt of theſe places, the orafiies 
of every enormity is conducted by theſe wretches 
with. a conſtancy and regularity, bardering 
upon ſyſtem: the proſtitutes having their beats, 
and ſtands, as regular and uniform as the 
watchmen; and when any one proſtitute in- 
trudes upon the beat of another, it is conſi- 
dered as an invaſion of right, and generally at- 
tended with a quarrel; ſometimes a battle; a 
| ſhort time fince one of the girls having got out 
af her limits was attacked, ſeverely beaten, 
and had her head eut-in a ſhocking manner, 
by ſome of thoſe who conſidered that walk 
as. their excluſive right, 
he proſtitutes in this neighbourhood are: 
frequently ſeen in the day time fitting out in 
the ſtreet, playing at cards, drinking gin, and 
are heard uttering the moſt horrid and blaſ- 
phemous expreſſions: and when any decent 
perſons are paſſing by, eſpecially decent wo- 
men, it is a very common practice with 
them to be guilty of every kind of indeceney 
in words and actions. 


VV 


* * _ r 
5 Cot 


CW 1 


4 t is wall known, that ſcarcely a ſeſſion of 
gaol-delivery. paſſes, without ſome one or more 
being hanged from this part of the town; and 
the dead bodjes of the malefactors are fre- 
quently brought back after execution to their 
old lodgings, till they can ſome way or other | 

be diſpoſed of. 

All which the memorialiſts think it their 

duty to ſubmit to the conſideration of this 
Court; not doubting that ſuch ſteps will be 
taken, as the Court ſhall ſee nels” adviſeable 
and expedient, for the ſecurity of their fellow 
citizens, the conſervation of the peace, and the 
general ſafety of the public at large.“ 


This very ſhocking repreſentation to the 
. made a deep impreſſion on the minds 
of the Magiſtrates; and we doubt not will be 
remembered, with ęffect, at the approaching 
time of licenſing public houſes. _ 
In the mean while the Court thought pro- 
per to ſend the following letter to the Truſtees 
who preſented the Memorial. 


To 


# 
* 

* 

F 
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To the Truſtees for regulating the Nightly Watch within 
the Liberty olf. | 8 

| GenTLEMEN, = 


I am directed, by his Majeſty's Juſtices of the peace for 
the County of Middleſex, in Seſſion aſſembled, to ac- 
quaint you, that upon peruſal of the Memorial of Fruſ- 


tees for regulating the Nightly Watch and Beadle within 
the Liberty of. e 


The Court are of opinion, that the ſuppreſſion of the 


aà matter which can be remedied by the Quarter Seſſion 
in the firſt inſtance; but they are extremely willing and 
defirous to lend every aſſiſtance in their power, to remedy 
the ſeveral evils complained of, whenever the ſame ſhall 
be brought before them, either individually as Magi- 
ſtrates, or collectively at the Seſſions; and recommend 
the following methods to be purſued by the Truſtees 
and the Pariſh, for the ſuppreſſion of theſe miſchiefs, v1. 
An Application to the Juſtices at the General Licenſing 
Day, laying before them the complaints now alledged 
againſt the ſeveral Ale-houſes mentioned in the Me- 
morial ; ſtating that they are ready with evidence to au- 
thenticate the ſame. The Court have no doubt but that 
the Magiſtrates will do their duty in conſequence of ſuch 
a repreſentation by refuſing to grant Licences for ſuch 
Houſes. TT „ 1 
The Court alſo recommend it to the Pariſh to Indict 


the Perſons keeping the Bawdy and other diſorderly 
Houſes. 5 


As to the reputed Thieves and Vagabonds there har- 
boured, upon Application to the Magiſtrates, they will 
from time to time grant General and Special Search War- 
rants, for the purpoſes of apprehending all ſuſpicious 
perſons found within the places mentioned; and the 
Court recommend it to the Memorialiſts to proſecute 
them in the manner directed by the Vagrant Act of the 
17th of Geo. II. we . ; 


If 


7 0 : 


11 


If the Pariſh will vigorouſly purſue the ſeveral methods 
hereby recommended, the Court have no doubt but that 
the ſeveral enormities, now complained of, will be in a, 
t meaſure removed, and the Neighbourhood, as well 

as the: Public at large, receive great advantage from their 
laudable exertions. 


Im, &. . Tuo. STERLING, 
Dep. Cl. P. 


A Pro- 


[ 6 


A Propokal to the Pariſhioners o 
to form themſelves into a Friendly Society, for 
the Support of each other in Sickneſs and Old 
Age, and ſome Allowance for thoſe who may 
have more than Two Children living under Eight 
Years of Age. Every Subſcriber, after One Year | 
from the Time of ſubſcribing, in Caſe of Illneſs, 
to receive Benefit in Proportion to the Sum he or 
ſhe ſhall ſubſcribe, from 2d. per Week up to 1s. 
as is expreſſed in the following Table; and under 
ſuch Regulations and Orders as ſhall be made 
from Time to Time * Themſelves or their Com- 
mittee. 


Shall be entitled to receive „ Weekly, | 


* A. 
a wats | For every 175 orbefore Y 
Tee 3 m_— more 65 ve 70 Years|if incapable 
Illneſs. | IIlneſs. fſthan two b. of Age. | of Age. lof Labour. 
— d. „ d. 8. I d. . . 
Ret 6 o 2 6 5 3 s 1. 3 6 . 
| _3 4.1 132 3 04 + „ i 4s. - 
...... K. 4 3 043-44 
. 
IIe 
L 13 6 2 5 
: $ jw o 1 4.6} © $9 409 +43 «+: 
9 11:3. 14:61 9: 1-2 0} » 6:7: 5. 9 
TE LEED ESE REAR SZ 3 EW 
109-14. +} 391423 46-9: 1 $2 - 
1 o | FCC 


And Two Guincas for a Member's Funeral. 1 
N. B. Bedlying illaeſs is when a perſon is ſo unwell as not to be capa- 
ble of earning any thing.--<—Walking ilIneſs, when the maa is not 
able to earn more than 6d. per day, or the woman not more than zd. 
0 "Children muſt be all uader 8 years of age to entitle + hs parcnts to 
receive Pay. | 


Pariſhioners, Men and Women, married and unmarried, 
will be admitted into this Soriet); under 50 Years of Age, 
that are in Health, if approved by the Committee for the 
Time being, on paying the following Sums at Entrance: 
Under 25 Years of Age, one Month's Subſcription ; 25 to zo, 
Six Months ;—30 to 35, Twelve Months ,—35 to 49, Eigh- 
tcen Months ;—40 to 45, Two Years 45 to? 50, Two : 
* Leary and a 1 Subſcription. 
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unhide, 


Fat! ; — 5 
3 


— 


Ae! To. 


pes 2 


— — 


| Able of various LA W 8 for the 


j 0% Ine 5 
| O Perſon Ale ber, Abo 14 Yeats 0. Age, ſhall watk: or exerciſe his e e.. Il, 63 
N Calling ona Sunday” el 
No Drover, Horſe Courſer, Waggoner, Butcher, Higgler, or their Servants, ſhall Tra- } 1 
| | on a Sunday © ; pi 
No Xo Boat Bs Barges to 4 uſed on a Sunday, unleſs allowed by a Juſtice ito 
No Fruit, Herbs, or Goods of ME Kind; ſhall be cried or expoſed to Sale on a Sunday ditto 
No Shoemaker ſhall expoſe to Sale upon a Sunday any Boots, Shoes, or Slippers Ir Jac. c. 42 
Profanation of No Perſon ſhall kill Game on a a Sunday, 13 Geo. III. c. 80 
the Lord's Day. No Perſon, without reaſonable. Excuſe, ſhall 1 lent from 1 place of Divine] e © 2 
Worſhip one Sunday 8 1 3 eN F F my ; 
Exceptions. Fiſh Carria ages are allowed to travel on oun ays.— or $0 ecelhty an 261538 | 
a Charity may be done oft Sundays | | 29 W. III. c. 15 & 29 


Meat may be dreſſed in Families, Inns, Cock Shops, and Vieualling Houſes 

Milk may be ſold 974 in the Morning, and after 4 in the Afternoon 

Mackerel may be ſold on Sundays, before and after Divine Service 

| Hackney Coachmen and Chairmen in London, and 40 Watermen on dhe 
Tn may work on Sundays 


3 


| 


. 


9 


29 Car. II. c. 7 TE 
10 & 11 W. III. c. 24 
An. c. 23 & 11 & 120 


—— 


LI uh 
. 1 * 


No Perſon ſhall keep an Ark or fell Ale by Retail, without a Licence 


? No Inn-keeper or Alchouſe-keeper ſhall ſuffer any one to continue drinking or tipling 
| uin tis Houte” 7 
1 Except the Perſon is a Traveller; | or is invited by a Traveller | 
. Or a Labourer, ot een who ſtays one Hour to dine, or r who lodges 
in the Houſe. 850 


} 
} 


i 


— 


; 5 Geo. 11, c. 46 


1. 4.9 27 J. 7 
ft J. e. 9 


; Drunkenneſs. | Dr upon an en E '6 to he allowed by two Juſtices | 
1298 No Perſon to continue rd al or tipling i in a Public Houſe (unleſs he is one of thoſe 
above ercepted)) r | bo 


IL. uc 
. 


| No Perſon ſhall be dronk | 


[[nn-keepers convicted of De ſhall mortover be diſabled from keeping a | Public 
| - Houſe or 3 e und ſor Na ſhall forfeit their Recognizance 


| 


ditto 


ditto & 26 Geo. II. e. 


— 


Every Day Labourer, MT Soldier or La who ſhall profunely Curſe or Swear 
very other Perſon, under the Degree of a Gentleman, who, &c. | 
an N * or above the; Degree of a Gentleman, wie, &e. 


2 * a4 * 


Profane Curſing 
and Swearing. 


22 . * — x** RG 


—_ 


tg Dow, It. 6. 21 
| [ditto SF 
Nitto | 


— 


9 Open and public As © of RE and ane « are Wa 
Keepers of a Bawdy-houſe ſubject to the ſame Puniſhment 


Hawk. 7, WR 3 bar 
1 Hawk. 196, and 2 5 ( 


Lewdneſs. F 1 of ſuch a Houſe may be bound to good vehaviour | 2 Hawk. 61 
| all obſcene Books, Pictures, and Prints, are Labels Nn Government and the Pub- | 
B bad be puniſhed ; } Strange's Rep orts, 780 
2 — LORIE EL —— " — — — — — — 
No 09 ſhall ſet up « or keep, an eee . way of Lottery, F aro, Baſſett Ha- ES a 
| ꝛzard; and all Games A Dice except Backgammon, are within this At 85 is G. II. 55 28, 13 G. 
No Perſon ſhall adventure 3 in ſc Lotteries or Games : mT 
No Perſons ſhall erpole or kotp a Lonery 10 & 11 W. II 217 
No perſon ſhall play at ſach, Lottery . le 
No Perſons ſhall fell Lands or Goods by Lottery 8 Geo. II, c. a 
| No Perſon ſhall ee in 1 . ditto 
8 No Keeper of a Public Houſe ſhall ſuffer any Journeyman, 1 Sorvany or Ap- Ilz Geo 1 
prentice, to game in his Houſe or 9222 y ; - } 30 Geo. If. e. 4 
| No Jonrneyman, Labourer, DETYAL, or Ander, ſhall game in a Public Houſe, or e ditto 
Gamin g. Ground belonging to it, | | 


No Per ſhall ſtart or run a Horſe for a leſs Prize or Som than L. 50 


lr any Perſon loſe at any Gee, 10 at one Sitting, or C. 20 within 24 Hours, and pay 
E it, he may recover it back within 3 Months 

| If the Loſer does not recover the Sum loſt in 3 Months, any other Perſon may recover 
the ſame, with treble Value and Coffs beſides 


Loſer or Winner of C. 10 at one Sitting, or C20 20 within 0 Hours, ny be ined 


7 
}ff 


_ 


| Pease winning Money at Gakaing by Fraud An; 14 
[f any one aſſaults, beats, or challenges to fight Cs on account of a Gaming Debt ditto 
All Notes, Bills, Bonds, Judgements, Mortgages, and Securities for a Gaming Debt, or] itt 
for Money lent to game with, are abſolutely void Ng, 
Perſons who threaten trad ap ie leave their. 


| 


- 


the better Orderin g 
TRE 6 eee, e INE 5 


Authorities 


1. e. 3 


58. and for deſault Stocks 2 hours 


208. and for default ditto 


OV 
- 


7 


N 


Penalties 5 


, - 

- 
1 
. 


Sars 


pe Nun 


f == 19 
16 of 8 . WY TINLEY 
£4.87 A In Oclet N 9 
106161. „ 
. . 


Application 


more than one-third 
* 9 : 


17 £FO-fitr - 


To the Poor, except that the 
Informer may be allowed no 


(1 ditto, . „ | itto 
5s. and for default ditto ditto itto 
Forfeiture of the Goods ditto itto 
3 n = | them Ones third to the King, one+3d | 
c. 42 38. 4d. per Pair and the Value of — ey nero to[Afſizes, Seſſions, or Leet 
13 the Town or Lord of the Lee — 
10l. to 20l. for the iſt Offen re. o 15 8 
o. III. c. 80 I20l. to gol. 2d ditto "I o_—_ = * 72 |"{ and 2d Offences by » Juſtice 
a. Jol. 4 dito alf to the Informer 3d ditto by Indictment at Seſſions 
C. 2 727 lis. | To the, Poor 1 1 ſuſtice e 
0 a 1 | OX 4664 . Y 
III. c. 15 & 29 C. II. c. 3 Ne 
„ Ka 5 5 
OP 4 5 Nhat 
11 W. III. c. 24 [21] 55 
C. 23 & 11 & 12 W. III. e. L 
60 : 40s. 1ſt Offen. In default Impri- Hal IR Tis” 5 
| | ng ? 
ee [4 aim ee ee, | otic 
. 9 a J. e. 7. 108. and diſabled for 3 Vears To the Poor ſito 
: 9 1 | | 1 ö 5 | | : 160 1 4 
Le. 38. 4d. _ . {ditto | | 
e 58. or default Stocks 6 hours for 8 > 
& 21 J. c 7 rſt Offence, for 2d Offene't | ditto — [ditto | 


& 26 Geo. II. c. 31 


—_—_— 


| find Sureties in Recopg: of 100. 


_—__. 


{ 


\ x Juſlice may bind to appear at 
Seſſions to anſwer Complaint 


= 


eo. II. E. 21 18. 2d Offence double | | | | | : 

1 as. þ 3 Offence treble, and for de. To the Poor t Juſtice 

5s. ] fault Houſe of Corr. 10 days 1 

wk. 7, and 3 Bur. 143 Fine, Impriſonment, and Pillory IF Y: gy Information or Indictment . 
Wk. 196, and 25 Geo. l. . | Kavi 3 1 fine . 
R 130 5 | þ Juſtice | 
ge's Reports, 788 By ditto Information or Inditment* 
2 ; ES, 5 he ; : one. third to the 383 . 8 bi 5 
. II. c. 28, 13 G. II. e. 19 |{-200 ITwo-thirds to the Poor | ” Wen 

MW - W RES to. 


11 W. fy 1 
o. II. c. " 

eo. It. c. 24 

855 II. c. 19 

F. 14 


eo. II. c. 34 
. 0. 14 N 5 | 


5 L. 500, Impriſonm. for x Year, 


Double the Sum contributed 


5s. to 208. 


Fine, Impriſonment, & Pillory, 


. 20 


| 


and till Penalty be paid 


40s. iſt Offence 
L. 10 ad ditto } 


One-third to 
to, Proſecutor 


ditto -- e e 


Half to the King 
Half to the Proſecutor | 
Three-foutths'to the Poor 


. 200 


Five times the Sum won or loſt 


and five times the Sum won 
All his Goods and Chattels, & 
Impriſonment for 2 Years 


ditto | 
3 | 

Half to the Poor | } | 

Half to the Proſecutor 


* $ 1 
: 
13 


1 1 
9 5 4 
7 


To Proſecutor, Witneffes, or 


Poor, at 


To the King 


| the Poor, ditto with double % 
Coſts J 
[ditto 


the King, double} 


- 
- - O 
4 * q 4 
A 3 


One; fourth to the Informer 


7 of Court 
To the Pra cutor x a yes 


- 2 Juſtices 
Action 

, Juſtice 
: 


| Indictment 


ditto and Action for the Penali 


Information or Indictment 


ditto By ditto ditto 
— * _ 9 WAG — — — — — — — 
1 60 1 — . Ri 1 8 CRIPIETY ft 
ann TR FG 04-7 Sh 3116. 414158 1 


I "I 41 3 4 — 
WU 72 2 4 


fan Larpers convicted of Pronkennels "hall 12 ver * be dilabled frei qe oy a Public 
I 5 Tor- 3 Years, and for Miſcondutt ſhall forfeit their . | 
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of 


1 l 
Jitto & 26 Geo. II. e. 


2» — 


— 
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profane Curſing 
and Swearing. 


y 7 : . 


NUR 1176 
Every Day Tm 8 ror or 9 9 50 ſhall dee Curſe or Swear 
very other Perſon, under the: Degree of a Gentleman, who, &c. 
* n of or above the Dexree of a 8 wine &c. 


7 


= * 2 > FORM n 


4 1 public Acts of Leben and Indecency are > puniſhable 


— — 


9 Geo. II. 6. 21 
itto 
itto 


> £7 0 
: 3” >). . A 


Hawk. 7, and 3 Bur 


Keepers of a Bawdy-houlſe ſubjed to the ſame Puniſhment 1 Hawk. 196, and 2 5 
Lewdnelſs. F requenters of ſuch a Houſe ma y be bound to good Behaviour Hawk. 61 
| jAll obſcene Books, Pictures, 1 Prints, are Libels —— ä and the PW, trange's Reports, 78 
liſhers 1 be 2 77 580 
2 ot A Nr Oo: 2 IO 8 | | * 
_ Perſon ſhall ſet u or kee 4 . by way of Lottery, "Hare Baſſett, 1. G. II. C. 28. 5 
| ard; and , Che. . Dice, except Backgammon, ate within this AQ *% G hg 20, 13 G 
No Perſon ſhall Avenue in ſuch Lotteries or Games ditto | 
No Perſons ſhall expbſe. or. Keep a Lonety 10& 11 W. III 117 
No Perſon ſhall play at ſuch, Lottery litto | 
No Perſons ſhall ſell Lands or Goods by Lottery 8 8 Ceo. JT, C. 2 
| No Perſon ſhall 1 in | fork Lottery FR 
No Keeper of a Public Houſe ſhall ſuffer any Journeyman, Labourg, 9 or r 30 Geo. it. 8 "gf 
prentice, to game in his Houſe or Ground 
No Journeyman, Labourer, deryant, or Apprentice, ſhall 1 game in a Public Houſe, Or — ditto 
| Gamin g. | Ground belonging to it | | CE ies 
FC FIR IR No Perſon ſhall ſtart or run a Horſe for a leſs Prize or Sum than 15 50 ſis Geo. II. c. 19 
[If any Perſon loſe at any Gaule J. 10 at one Sitting, or L. 20 within 24 Hours, and al, 
it, he may recover it back within 3 Months 
Ifthe Loſer does not recover tlie Sum loſt in 3 Months, any other Perſon may _— 7 
5 the ſame, with treble Value and Coſts beſides "IE 
Loſer or Winner of .. 10 at one Sitting, or 45 20 within ths Hours, may be fined | 


{Perſon winning Money at Gahning by Fraud 


All Notes, Bills, Bonds, Judgements, Mortgages, and Securities for a Guming _— or 
"> Money lent to > game: 2 are 2 void 


— . 


lk any one aſſaults, beats, or challenges to fight 8 on account of a Gaming Debt di 


0 


— — 


Perſons who renten to run Way, and to leave their 
Families upon the hy 
[Perſons who are poor, and refuſe to work for the uſual 
| _ Wages _ 
[Perſons who beg in the Street, or from Door to Door | in | 
{ the Pariſhes where they dwell | - 
Any Perſon who apprehends and carries ſuch a Beggar before a Tufts ſhall receive 5s. 
Such a Beggar who reſiſts or eſcapes, Perſons who go about 
gathering Alms under Pretence of Lofles | 
Unlicenſed Players, Minſtrels, Jugglers, Players or Betters 
at unlawful Games, Gypſies, Fortune Tellers 
|Cheats and Impoſtors, Perſons who run away and leave their 
Families upon the Pariſh 
Strollers who cannot give a good Account of themſelves, 
all wandering Beggars 
[Perſons who have any inſtrument with Intent to break 
| Houſes, or any Weapon with Intent to rob 
Rogues and Vagabonds who make their Eſcape, who refuſe. 
a to go before a Juſtice, or who refuſe to be examined | 
who, being warned of their Puniſh- 
ment, give a falſe Account of themſelves 
who refuſe to go to their Settlements, 2 
EL or who commit a ſecond Offence | 
Reward for apprehending any Rogue, Vagabond, or Incorrigible Rogue, and dclivering 
him to a Conſtable, or conveying him to a Juſtice, 10s. | 


Vagrants. 


are Incorrigible Rogues 


are Rogues and Vagabonds (ditto . 


| 


+ are Idle and Diſorderly Perſons|17 G. II. e. 5s, K 74 


1 G. II. c. 5 


4 


es G. III. e. 88 


17 G. II. e. 5 


* 


eights and 
Meaſures. 


93 


perſons wha fell 1 falſe Weights and Meaſures | in | Market Towns 18 
All Perſons wy falſe Weights and Meaſures * Camman Law may be puniſhed 


** — —— 


'S 
— 


Ir Hen. VII. 04 


Church Wardens and Overſeers, if * have no VE” TTY ſhall meet once a Month 
in the Church, on Sunday, to conſider of Means to provide for the Poor 


| is diſorderly, and the Keeper, or he who manages and acts as Maſter, forfeits 
_ [Pariſhioners not diſqualified from Fin 2 * Offenders, though the Penaltie 
| may be applied to the Uſe of the P | | 


Any Room or Houſe kept for Muſic, Dancing, or Public Entertainment, without a Licence, 


4 Blackſt, Com. 157 
43 Eliz. Co 2 
25 G. II. c. 36 


br6.n II. 


| I F * 1 a may ey aps — * 
& 26 Geo. II. e. 31 lite fr Tons to anſwer 2 
eo. II. e. 21 1 2d Offence double | : 
| 12 3d Offence treble, and for de · To the Poor t Juſtice 
58. fault Houſe 1 178 10 9 
wk. 7, and 3 Bur. 143 Fine, Impriſonment, and Pier e ONE nformation or Indiftment 
wk.'196, and 2 5 Geo. a, C. | F | e WO | itto 
whk. 61 [36] ; 4 u K 1 Juſtice 
ge's Reports, 789 | By ditto | | | . Information or Inditment* 
DN A — TRIES. es 3 NE one 
. . One third to the Informer \N; 
1 UI. 85 28, 13 G. II. e. 19 C 200 een to the Poor | 1] N 
10 5 «20 | ditto | itto 
1 3 One- third to the King, ditto to HERE 
11 W. III. G 17 | 500 the Poor, ditto with couble ion 
JG Coſts to Proſecutor a 
| | 20 + : ikto 
25 . Soo, Impriſonm. for 1 Year 1 % | $6 REY 
0. Nhe. 0 | and till Penalty be paid I 3 pi Ki e 
Halt to the ing 5 "FR 
* Double the Sum contributed Half to e te * Action 
ie. 40s. iſt Offence Three foutths to the Poor 1 
Os . . * | | L. 10 2d ditto | One- fourth to the Informer 
0 by  |58. to 208. „„ ditto 5 . 
. Dy 3 ST | [Half to the Poor | 
eo, II. c. 9g 4.200 Os IHFalf to the Proſecutor j 
1. c. 14 | £ Gs 8 | 155 155 
3 8 3 To Proſecutor, Witneffes, or 
3eo, II. c. 34 Five times the Sum won or loſt Poor, ad 1 cretion of Court} Indietment 
n. c. 14 „ | £08, Lap eee To the Pr cutor N Jitto and Action for the Penali 
; 85 All his Goods and Chattels, & 0 
4 _ | Impriſonment for 2 Tears | [To the King 5 information oc Indiment 
ö _ {ditto | | [By ditto | [ditto 
. „„ Houſe of Corte. for any Time * OY 
J. II. e. 5, & 7 J. g. 3 not een one Month Juſtice 
3. II. c. 
May be voblickly Whipt and ent | | | 
to their Settlements ; or may be | Fe on Ty 
7 committed to the next Seſſions | 1 | 
5 5 And afterwards may be whipt | = {itto and the Seſtons 
| and impriſoned for not more bh 
55 „ on Months 4 | 
| [Puniſhment as for Rogues, but 2 35 
3. 11. beſides their Impriſonment by 3 | (ditto 
A | Seſſions may be for two Years,| [os | | 
and not leſs than fix Months A 
len. VII. c.4 ; e e N e 4 . do | To the Mayor or Head Officer Mayor or Head Officer 
ackſt, Com. 15979 _ | By Fine, angus & . | 1 Information or Indictment 
iz. c. 2 wu for each Omiſſion 2 Juſtices 
J. II. c. 36 2  J&KOO Action 


3, III. 


